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iT] 15 blowing 1 0 and Su 


plement, is deſired to de 


ſome Allowances; 1 fe, For the Time 


when they wete written, which was 
many Years ago, during the late Mi- 


niſtry; 240%, For the Palais 8 
which the Author was neceſſitated b 


the various Arguments he was oblig- 


ed to employ, and the divers Objec- 


tions he was engaged to obviate; 


which all regarding the ſame Sub- # 


2 ject, he could not omit ſuch Repe- 


titions as were requiſite to give the 
reſpective Force to * particular 
Argument: Theſe, tis plain, he 
could not omit . obſcuring, 


r and i cs. his Dil- 
3 courſe. 


2 = 


rere. 


it 8 he writ to wt Wiſe, EY re- 
gard Strength of Reaſon, and not 


Beauty of Stile, he had Reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, that &Herefoever they ſhould 


encounter the publick Good of our 


Country, they would not make it 


leſs welcome for coming to them un- 
adorned with the Elegancies of our 
Language. He is now. abroad in a, 
Foreign Country, and we do not 
think it proper to alter any thing in 


his Diction; which, for the Reaſon 


aboveſaid, it is likely he himſelf. 


would rather have to ug nervous than | 
Horid ; as the Statue of a Heroes. 


FS +: Þ 


F 1 Attitudes, aswell as different: 


Limbs and F eatures. 5 85 


OF. 
Chriſtian Union, r. = 


—_ ne e a 
all be brought to Deſolation ; 
(Matth. xii. 25.) ſo (ſince of 
Contraries the Reaſon is the 
ſame) a Kingdom well united 
ſhall thrive, flouriſu, and be 
happy © Concordid  parue res 
po: ho z  Diſeardid magnæ dilabuntur. (By Con- 
cord little States increaſe; and by Diſcord great 
States. are ruined. 

I he firſt Propoſition i is 1 che Word of Ged, 
and the other is the evident Reſult of human Rea- 
ſon and Experience; which laſt confirms the firſt, 
and both of them A prove, that by Con: 
7 9 | 1 0 5 Cor 


8 5 (21 
cord States are made happy, and are by Diſcord 
brought to Deſolation, 
+ Now every one of us, I believe, does fully 
agree to the Truth of . theſe Maxims ; and yet 
ſome act ſo perverſly among us, as if they either 
believed quite the contrary, or were ſtedfaſtly re- 
ſolved to extirpate themſelves and their Brethren, 
and new-people theſe two Iflands of Great Bri- 
tain and Jreland; I mean by what I ſay here, 
the Fomenters of Diſſenſion; for to no leſs cruel. 
an End ſuch a Fomentation tends. 5 
It is, I hope, ſufficiently proved, that the Settle- 
ment of Concord will make the Nation happy; 
and in order to procure Concord, which it is al- 
lowed at all hands will make the Nation happy, 
we mult try to diſcover and remove the Cauſe or 
* Cauſes of Diſcord. 5 NR¶obI.ß 
They that alledge the Invectives againſt the | 
Miniſtry as the main Cauſe of our Diſſenſions, if 
they can prove their Words, may perhaps tell us 
very good News; for Invectives againſt the Mi- 
niſtry, if they have no farther View, may have | 
mingled with their Inconvenience, a much ſupe- 
rior Conveniency, even to the very Miniſter him- | 
ſelf: 1ſt, As they put him the more upon his 
| Guard, and render him more wary and advifed 
# in his Meaſures ; 2dly, As they ſometimes de- 
tec a Miſtake, or wrong Step, perhaps early e- 
 nough either to prevent it, or the bad Effects of 
it, and ſo he eſcapes with a Reprimand, what 
might otherwiſe have endanger'd his Neck. 
Yet theſe good Effects may be attended with 
this Diſadvantage, that this Awe over a Miniſter 
may too much abate his Vigour, daſtardiſe his Re- 
ſolution, hinder him from doing much Good, 
and make him do a great deal of Harm; as I 
fancy it happen'd in the Caſe of the late _ 
e 5 1 nes 


* 


e e 9 


TS 


Aune's laſt Miniſtry, forced by their Adverſiries 
to ſtrike up a Peace at any rate: Yet theſe: At · 


tacks of the Miniſtry, Perquiſites inſeparable to 


the Miniſterial Poſt, which are alſo the indiſpen- 
ſable Reſults of our national Freedom, may, in 


the main, do more Good than Harm; As in the 


 Multitude of Counſellors there is Safety: Where- 
fore I beg leave to diſmiſs theſe Invectives as an 
Object at preſent not much worth our Appre- 
henſion, ' 3 
© Others, again, abe our 8 to the Li- 
berch of the Preſs; and therefore would take a- 
way that: Which by the more ingratiating to us 
ſuch Libels, as would ſtill, ſpite of the Friel 
Care; fly abroad, might but the more inflame our 
Diſtemper, and to poke: all for en Cons 
mation; ff 27 17 ers £07.00, 
efides that; if our ate ſhould As) the 
Liberty of Speech to within the Doors of the Se. 
nate-houſe, it might not long, perhaps, remain 
even there; or at leaſt might there become fruit- 
leſs, when unechoed to by the coneurrent Voice 
of the People; whence that of the Senate receives 
its Force and Energy. I believe, the Sagacious 
Nane us will perceive in their Speculations, that 
you cannot aboliſh, nor attempt to limit this Li- 
Derty any way too er ge but with the ut- 
matt Danger. pin 0 
No, inftead of maiming the leaſt Part of our 
prezious Liberty, and eſpecially a Part of it ſo 
eſſential and fundamental, I would rather humbly 
propoſe an equal, impartial, and brotherly Diſtri- 
bution of Liberty among all the Subjects; which 
equal Diſtribution will beget an equal Affection 
among all the 4 for a Government under 
1 ory enjoy ſo precious a * Fa 
B 2 And, 


* 


141 
And, in this: Cafe, 1 humbly conceive, that 
| Horace affords us a nehy: 2 Rule 3 that is, 


2 6 
| 1 10 in 


| Publica priveti laune 2 profonis 4 > 
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wry dibinen;b 8 rm, private e 
h and Matters of Religion FIN Marmot ey. 
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L for Beben have See a Noon that 
fk a certain Road is the beſt Way to Heaven 


which, being perhaps quite different to what you 
fancy, appears to you abſurd and ridieul ous: But 
if, at the ſame 3 you; ſhould know me to be 
a Man of Senſe and Honour, and your real Friend, 


would you break off Friendſhip, and refuſe to in- 


terchange with me the leaſt good Office of Liſe, 
for that which you think in me an Imperfection, 
when 1 have the ſame Right td think your Hife 
rent Notion as great an Imperfection in you? ?ꝰ 
This you will own would be ee 
when you judge of this with a Mind unpreju - 


_ dic%d; yet this very unreaſonable thing, transformd 
into moſt reaſonable by the Witchcraft of Preju - 


dice, will, I believe, upon Examination, appear 


to be the main Source of all our moſt ee 


Diviſions 
High Church and hed Church f Papiſtsand 
Secka iſts! Deiſts, Free-thinkers, Latitudinarians 


don't we all know what a Turmoil this Variety 7 


of Opinions has ingendered among us? Now, in 


good Faith, for my part, add to theſe, if you 


will, Jews, Mahometans and Infidels; and then 


range me under which of theſe Heads you pleaſe, 
and yourſelf under another: Still, as you are a 
Briton, this ſhall not hinder me from loving you 


as a Brother; For what have I to do with your 


Religion? Are — a Briton ? So am 3. "Your: 
* you 


181 


vou pray, Plot, act, and fight for the Intereſt an 


the Honour of Great Britain ? So will I, The. 
about what do we quarrel? Becauſe you will no 
let me enjoy my own way of thinking about m 
Road to Heaven. Now in the Name of Res 

ſon; Brother, What's that to ydu? Are you tc 


anſwer for me? Does my going to Chapel, Cont 


venticle, Synagogue, or Moſque, or whereſoever 
elſe my Judgment or Humour may lead me; 


does this hinder you from going to Church, or 
your Affairs from going forward, your Pot, for 
example, from boiling at home, whule you are at 


Church? Not in the leaſt. Then why do you 
treat me ill upon this Score, ar Sees not in the 

les concern you? 
Betauſe I am, you dre dilalſedted,. And hy 
am I. diſaffected? Tis becauſe you uſe me ill. 


| And r ill the way to make me 


love you well? Uſe me well, and ſee how III 


| love yout - Why. cannot the King's Britiſh Sub- 


| jects agree as well in this caſe as his Hannoverts 
aus do? There ãs no doubt but they will, do but. 


Ve them the ſame Motives. Why not, for 
eaven's Sake? Are not Britons Men? or can 


any body prove, that we are all bewitched, and, 


ke the Brood of Cadmus, fated to quarrel one 
with another to Internecion? Or, becauſe we are 
in un Iſland, in a little World, as it were, by our- 
ſelves, that the Feuds of all the other Nations in 


the great World muſt be found of courſe epito- 
mized in ours? Do mutual A verſion and Jars 
run in our Blood incurable? And is it abſolutely 


impoſſible for Britons to be one another like | 


8 other Nation? 


We are, if it became me to for 7" e 
tured, tho? brave; and tho? Handforne, yet not 
vain ; Fenorous: and liberal even to Excels ; ho- 


cnn 1 
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neſt, faithful, ju, ſincere, ſedate, modeſt, welt 


lawnk, eloquent. © Now one would think, that a 


Set of ſuch Men were deſigned by Heaven 16 
love one another; and ſo we naturally ſnould do, 


did not the Devil, cloathed like an Angel of 
Light, ſtrangely infuſe an unnatural Severity (the 


Lord knows how, for God's et into one . . 


of us towards another.. 

Oh! but my Diſaffection, you will fa; firſt 
cauſed your Severity; and I ſay, your ill Uſage 
of me firſt begot my Diſaffection; ſo (as the 


Welch Parſon ſaid in reading the firſt Chapter of 


St. Matthew ) they begot onè another to the End 


of the Chapter; 5 here will be an endleſs 


Wrangle, juſt to no Purpoſe at all, unleſs you, 
who alone can; will be pleaſed to decide it. WAth- 
draw Oppreſion, and Pl give Affection. Now 

5 deareſt Brother, only ſpeak your honeſt 


Thoughts of this Propoſal; Is it not reaſonable? 1 
Will you have me render you Service? Do but 


you let me do it, and I will do it: But you your- 


ſelf will not let me; you drive and force me to 


do you Diſſervice, and then blame me for ſo doing. 


But which way, vou will ſay, do you do this ? 
Though one would think, Brother, that this = 
Queſtion ſhould be needleſs; and that you ſhould 


have already diſcovered, from what I have beer 
ſaying, which way you do this, and where the 


Fault lies. This, methinks, you muſt perceive, 
if you are fully convinced, that my happening to 


differ with you in my religious Notions gives you 


no juſt Right to diſlike or hamper me, to deprive |! 
me of my Birthright, and maltreat me like a 
Slave in my own free Country. If you agree to 


the Truth of this, Brother, then, to ſet the Caſe 


I would plead in the moſt glaring Light before 


1 88 Dyes, 1 wil ſelect the Parcel of * — 


"Ty 


who are in the moſt ſignal and remarkable manner 


miſuſed among us upon the Score of their Religion, 
and plead in behalf of theſe.” Take not this, dear 
Brother, amiſs: For as I love you, becauſe yon 
are my Brother, pray give me leave to love alſo 
others of my Brethren ; for the ſame Reaſon, be- 


cauſe they are my Brethren ; I mean, our Nen | 
"Camodlicks.” © boy 


If you, Brother Proteſtant; ee Ind: 


tf pendent, Quaker, Anabaptif, or whatever Name 


you bear, it is all one to me: If any of you, I ſay, 


1 food in Need of my Aſſiſtance, I would plead 
my beſt for you, as if I were one of you (being 


indeed ſo, as you are my Brethren) and as in your 


Good I ſhould be ſeeking the Good of my Coun- 
try, ſo I hope you won't find Fault that I do by 


others' of my Brethren in the ſame benevolent 
manner as I would do by you. I ſpeak and act as 


Jam diſpoſed ;' for I owe! in Execration any the 


leaſt Diſlike of a Brother, becauſe he differs with 


me in his religious Opinion (nothing to me appear- 
ing more execrable than to cauſe revealed Law to 


deſtroy that of human Nature ;) ſo that if in this 


= Point of Clemency towards our Papiſts you hap- 


pen to differ with me, yet pray be no more angry 
with me than I am with you: 


But Brother Preſbyterian, hats Quaker, 5 


 Anabaptif, or by what other Name ſoever you 
may be diftinguiſhed, which has paſſed heretofore 


under the Laſh for Conſcience Sake, ' tHE more's 
the Pity: As for you, I ſay, my Brethren, pray 
let me, if you pleaſe, obſerve to you by the by, 
that whatever I may offer in favour of the Pa- 
piſts, will militate 4 fortiori much more powerfully 
in yous. Behalf, either to confirm you in the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Civil Rights, which you already 


with Realon enjoy, or to * * reaſonable 
i % bY 5 Plea | 


| Plea to whatever elſe you may ſuppoſe you have 


[8] 


yet a Title to; in which I heartily wiſh you Suc- 
ceſs : For, whatever I may like myſelf, yet I ne- 


ver thought it reaſonable to obtrude the ſame 1 


others, or that any Briton ſhould loſe any the leaſt 


Part of his Birthright for refuſing to pawn his Soul 


upon the Truth of any Syſtem that any Set of 
Men can make among us. Therefore I moſt 


' humbly hope, that whatever I may propoſe hu- 
manly and juſtly here in Favour of our oppreſſed 


Brethren the Roman Catholicks, will be far from 


. diſpleaſing any of you. For had Benjamin, per 


example, been in the Pit along with Foſeph, and 


firſt drawn out of it, for him forthwith to have 


defired that Joſeph ſhould ſtill remain in the Pit, 
Would not this have been monſtrous in him? 


What would it then be in you, did you deſire that 


our Papiſts ſhould continue under the Laſn? Since 


a Briton, though a Papiſt, is ſtill as much your 


Brother as one of your own Perſuaſion: And 
whatſoever moves you to diſlike a Brother becaufe 
he is not of your Opinion, works againſt the Law 
of human Nature, and ſo cannot come from Gdd 
the Legiſlator of that Law. Let us adhere to this 
Law, and then we are ſure we are right: Let a 
Brother be humane towards a Brother, or you - 
diſſolve human Society, and puſh all to Interne- 
cion; the Cauſe of which Effect cannot, I ſay, 
come from God; and therefore that Religion, 
which prompts me to hate my Brother, can by 
no means come from Get. 
This premiſed, I return to ſhew, which way 


you force me (ſuppoſing I were a Roman Catho- 


lick) to do you Difſervice, and then puniſh me 
for ſo doing. Now to make this evident to you, 
ſuppoſe, for example, I am born of Roman Ca- 
tholick Parents; you know they will not bring 


»Maniel .it 
me up a Proteſtant; and impeded by your Laws, 
cannot well bring me up a Roman Catholick: So 
that you ſee you chaſe me young abroad for my 
Education, there to receive my firſt Impreſſions, 
where T may contract ſo much of the Humours, 
Cuſtoms, Manners, Acquaintances, and Friend- 
ſhips of Strangers, as to grow almoſt exoticized; 
whereby my Portion of Wealth, and of natural 
and acquired Abilities, may contribute to inrich, 
improve, and ſtrengthen Foreigners, Which ſhould 
help to inrich, improve, and ſtrengthen our own 
Country. As, to inſtance in one particular, among 


the many different kinds that I could exhibit here: 


An old Iriſb Officer in France, whoſe Name I 
| have forgotten, has kept, it ſeems, an Account 
of about a hundred and forty thouſand Britons, 
' who have been in the Service of France ſince the 
Revolution. . Now did ever any Mother bring up 
Children at this rate, like Great Britain, with a 
Deſtination of them to the Service of Strangers? 
The heavieſt, ſevereſt Grievance, under which 
the Chriſtians groan beneath the Turks, of having 
their dear Offspring often alienated from them, 
does Great Britain inflict upon herſelf for a Fancy, 
for a Notion about Religion ; where the moſt be- 
lieving of us can only ſay with Truth, Lord, 7 
believe, 'belp thou my Unbelief. But, pray, conſi- 
der, Brother, Is this the Way to pay the Nation's 
Debts? And however inconſiderable you may pleaſe. 
to ſuppoſe my little Pittance to be, Men in Debt 
ſhould fave every Peny, and acquire by every ho- 
neft and reaſonable mean. Again, there is no ſuch 
thing as a contemptible Enemy, eſpecially a Bro- 
ther Enemy: And whoſe Fault is this, Brother, 
yours or mine ? Only treat me like a Brother, and 
you will find me ſuch: Love ingenders Love; 
_ Kindneſs begets Kindneſs ; Fides facit efſe fidelem. 


What a Shame is it for us, who are ſo eminent 
2 in all other Arts and Sciences, to exert 
0 


little a Skill in the Art of Government, and not 


to know better how to manage our own People? 


Let us inquire, if it be not becauſe we let Paſſion 
ſway our e What a Number of Britiſp 
Subjects have we had both at home and abroad, 


doing Miſchief to their Country, Miſchief that 


ſometimes has threatened hardly leſs than Deſo- 
lation, who (would ſome have Arp to Rea- 
ſon) might have been made as ſound and as uſeful 


a Part as any was, is, or can be in the Nation? 


Who, inſtead of being Spies and Incendiaries at 
home and abroad often againſt their Country, 


might have become moſt ſerviceable Agents both 
at home and abroad for the Advantage and Ho- 
nour of their Country: And ſo might be ſtill, 


were only all Religions tolerated here in England 


in the ſame manner as they are in Holland, _ 
What a, vaſt Improvement of Land, and what 


| Increaſe of People, of Wealth and of Strength, 


would this add to the Nation l what an Affluence 
of Trade, and thence of Employment, wiping 


Sorrow from the Hearts, and Tears from the Eyes 


of every honeſt, induſtrious Man, and reſtraining 
wretched Poverty from ever cohabiting here a- 
mong us, but with the luxurious and lazy, where 
by the Verdict of God and Man, it ought to re- 
fide! For what a Conflux of wealthy Merchants, 


Sqaurces of Induſtry, Fathers of Wealth and Plen- 
ty, would this draw from other Climates under ſo 


benign a Government, where the Fruits of their 


Induſtry are ſo amply and perfectly ſecured to 
themſelves and their Poſterity ; where Liberty and 


Property, thoſe ineſtimable Jewels of Life, ſo be- 


 . neficently ſhine z which would raviſh the Hearts 
of, Froſelytes, who know dhe Miſery of harſher 


: Govern- 


* * 
ol * 3% l 
. -* * * 1 } * | 


4 17 A 
| Governments, more than thoſe of our own Was 
tives; whoſe Inadvertence of their Bleſſing, be- 
eauſe they are accuſtomed to it, makes them va- 
lue it the leſs! And what Heaps of Treaſure 
would be in this Caſe depoſited in e Britain 
as in- an infallible Sanctuary; and as where the | 
Treafire is (fo Chriſt and Reaſon ſay) be Heart 
will be, How many Hearts would be in this Caſe, 
| as'it-were, inſeparably attached to our Intereſt, 
not only of our own People, but even of ſome 
Foreigners too! All this Fruit and more we might 
reap, only by allowing People to enjoy the May- 
pole they fancy ; And where is the Policy of re- 
fuſing this? In a word, Perſecution of any kind 
impairs our Wealth, and'our'Strength ; Toleration 
|  wnlarges both; then- why not grant this Tolera- * 
tion? os 
Tue Dread of the penal On that lung aper | 


the Heads of our Roman Catholicks, muſt needs 


deter with a Vengeance any foreign Roman Ca- 
tholiek from a Thought of removing to ſettle a- 
monglus, whom otherwiſe the Benignity of our 


Government, the Bleſfings of Leit and Pro- 


perty, with other ſuch inviting Advantages, would 
probably attract, nay would certainly attract in a 
Time either of a publick Diſturbance in a Man's 
on Country, or of his own private Misfortunes 
either of theſe Caſes, Which are not rare, would 
ſend over to us Numbers of uſeful Subjects, Mer- 
chants, Tradeſmen, Artificers, Mariners, and 
others to ſettle among us. 
Our Land and Sea afford Proviflon enough for 
more than double the Number that we are now 3 
and were we double the Number that we are now, 
all ſuch as we are now, it is evident that we ſhould 
be twice as rich, and twice as ſtrong as we are 
now: This is as evident, as that two and two 
e make 


— 
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make * Had you landed Britons, each two 


Families upon your Ground for every one you 


have now, paying you the ſame Rent that theſe 
do you have now; had you Merchants, Tradeſ- 
men, Artificers, or other Britons, of what Profeſ- 
ſions ſoever; had you, each of you, I ſay, two 
Chapmen, or two Cuſtomers for every one you 
have now, the like of thoſe you have now, as in 
this Caſe you might have: It is plain, in this Caſe, 
you would have a double Income; and it is no 
leſs plain, that in raiſing the ſame Sum as we do 


now, per example, for the national Behoof, you 


would have but half the Taxes to pay that you 


pay. now; ſince there would be double the Num- 


r of the like Subjects to pay the ſaid. Sum: 


Double Income and half Taxes ! Which way 
8 would this hurt you:? ? 


& 


I do. not. here pretend that the Toleration pro- 
zoſed will amount to double our Number; but 
ull well I know that it will very much increaſe 
our Number; and ſo. in Proportion increaſe our 
Wealth and our Strength. This, I think, I have 


fully demonſtrated ; and have made it plainly evi- 


dent to the very meaneſt Capacity, that not only 
the Nation in general, but even every particular 
Su ject, would be a Gainer by this Toleration. 
"hen, pray, my good Brother, let me argue 
here freely with you, as they ſay in Schools, ad 


bominem: Would you refuſe to grow rich, if the 


Wealth were to flow to you from Roman Catho-, 
licks? Would you throw into the River Spaniſh 


Piſtoles and Pieces of Eight, becauſe theſe are Ca- 


tholick Coins? if not; if no private Man would 
act at this rate, Why muſt the Nation do ſo? 
Why muſt the Nation forecloſe the Increaſe of 
Wealth and Strength that would accrue to it from 


a ach 2 . ſhould. any Subject defire 
that 
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he ps we may ſee again; ſo. 
te call very loudly upon us not to leave any ſuch 


EY” 


that the Nation ſhould do ſo, ſince it is evident - 


that every Subject would more or leſs ſhare 1 in the 


ſaid national Increaſe? _ 
Then again, in the Caſe of this Toleration, he, 


Aden of apprehending Inſurrections among our- 
ſelves, often fomented by Strangers, and ſome- 
times ſupported by Invaſions from abroad, which 
may threaten no leſs to us than Extirpation ; We, 
I fay, ſecure and happy at home, might not only 


bleſs ourſelves, but communicate our Bleſſings, 


and our more powerful Protection, to our Neigh . 
bours and Allies: How mightily. could we do this, 


were we ſo ſtrong at home, and ſo * 


abroad, as this Toleration would make us? 


Here behold the Proſpect we have ae -_ 
equal fair Indulgence to * the Subjects alike, fol- 
lowing the Law of Nature, and the Genius of 


our Conſtitution; and only, on the other ſide, be 
pleaſed to conſider, that how ſmall ſoever the 


Part may be among us diſtinguiſhed with Oppreſ- | 


ſion of any kind, that Part, whilſt oppreſſed, will 
always remain an Ulcer; to which a much greater 


Part, and even a large Majority, diſaffected by 
ſome other Accident, may aggregate, as we have 


but lately ſeen to the Hazard of our All, not 
much above twenty Years e 3 and which per- 
at Prudence ſeems 


Ulcer feſtering within our Body, which remaining 


is ſo very dangerous, and which may be well 


cured, not only without Danger, but wie vaſt 
Advantage to us. 


So to come at once to the 3 * to the 


Cure of this Ulrer, I would moſt humbly pro- 
| poſe that a Toleration, with common civil Rights, 
may be allowed to our Britiſh Roman Catholicks, 


not gel without the leaſt Dax but, as 1 ; 
_ aid, 


Tn#® —_ 

faid, with a vaſt Advantage to the —— 
to 3 Nation in general, and to be e 
Subject. | 

1 he ſtrongeſt Obj ection that 1 ni to. 
be made againſt this Propoſal is, — te 
Attachment the Roman Catholicks are ſuppoſed 
to bear indiſſolubly towards the Chevalier, 

But how indiſſolubly? What ſort of an Attach- 
ment do you fancy that to be, which a viſible Self. 
intereſt will not diſſolve? The good Woman might 


Rave had a very warm Affection for her Huſband; 


when ſhe called upon Death to take her inſtead of 
him; but when Death appeared to her, ſhe point- 
ed out to the Bed where her fick Husband lay; 

and yet there are Examples of ſome who have 


choſen to die for others: But, I hope, you will 


allow me, that theſe are only Exceptions to this 
general Rule, that Self is deareſt to Self; whenee, 


it a ppear to be the Self. Intereſt of the Papiſts 
not to —— ſueh a Toleration as is en. we 
ma conclude they will not abuſe it. 


Lou may alledge, that they have already the 
Equivalent to a Toleration, inaſmuch as they are 


not moleſted. But, pray, how long is it ſince 


they were obliged to- pay a hundred thouſand 
Pounds extraordinary, even under this very Go- 
vernment, which in ſome other Reſpects has, in 
its Goodneſs and Prudence, ſnewn ſo much Le- 
nity towards them? Again, Do not Laws ſtand 
out againſt them, which, were they put in Execu- 
tion, would ſoon extirpate them ? and would you 
not have Men apprehend ſuch a Situation as this 
is? Would you have a Damocles eaſy with a Sword 


hanging over his Head; or a Man repoſed and 


gay ſtanding upon the Brink of s Precipice, when 
he does not know how ſoon ſome malicious Foe 
may” come and: puſh * * ? Would —_— 

ave 
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ET a Man wiſh and deſire, nay, and do all he 
can to get rid of this Apprehenſion? This we 
know is ſo natural and reaſonable, that we cannot 
blame for this the Roman Catholicks : And we 
muſt alſo allow, if we will be reaſonable, that this 
continual Pain, this inceſſantly galling Apprehen- 
ſion, which we imprint in our Papiſts, is in itſelf 
a ſevere Perſecution ; for what elſe is Perſecution, 
but the ſuffering and feeling of Pain ? ' 
Ihe main alledged Motive for all this Severity 
to the Papiſts is, their Diſaffection to the Govern- 
ment; and well indeed may they be diſaſſected 
who are perſecuted: But all this Diſaffection 
would ceaſe with a Toleration. . 
I Vill ſuppoſe the Papiſts poſſeſſed of the Toles. 
ration propoſed; ftill you fancy they would be 
hankering after a King of their own Religion: But 
what Proſpe& do you imagine they can form to 
themſelves from a Roman Catholick King upon 
the Throne? They being hardly one in a thouſand, | 
could not pretend to — all, much leſs to E 
a- top in this Proteſtant Nation, without ru = 
very ſoon both their Catholick King and them 


1 ſelves irreparably ; their Brother Proteſtant Tories 


muſt in this caſe culminate uppermoſt, who would 
be ſure to keep under Flatches the Roman Ca- 
tholicks : 1, To obviate the Reproach (with 
which they are very ſtrongly, tho* moſt undeſer- 
vedly charged) of their being inclined to Popery: 
24ly, To — all the Booty, all the Poſts and 

Employments to themſelves. Theſe two Points 
are evident, both from Argument and Fact, from 


Reaſon and Experience; ſo judge what the Caſe 


would have been of the Roman Catholicks, had ; 
the Attempt ſucceeded, made in the Year 17152 
And judge again here, how precarious a Tolera - 


1 tion would lc inthe Hands of fuch Men de 


Wy: 85 ſuch 
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a 6 formerly could compel King 
Charles the Second, a well ſettled Proteſtant 
Prince, to baniſh his own Brother, whom he loved 


| moſt tenderly : Then could their Roman Catho- 
lick King maintain their Toleration ? No more 


than they could defend him in his ſo doing againſt 7 


the Proteſtants 3 who, tis plain, in ſuch” a cas 5 


would not fail to attack him. | 
How then can you imagine, that Roma Ca 
tholicks, enjoying the aboveſaid Toleration, and 


ſtill remembering Preſton, would venture Lives 
and Fortunes to endanger their Toleration, and 


relapſe into Perſecution ? Is it not clear as the 


Day, that Roman Catholicks never can hope for 


a ſettled Toleration, ſave under ſuch a Govern- 
ment as this is, where the Miniſtry from them 
cannot apprehend: any ' Outcry, the Proteſtants 


any Diſturbance, nor the Government any Dan- 


ger? But quite the contrary (as I have obſerved 
before) the Moment that the Government comes 


to treat all the Subjects alike, all the Subjects will 


alike love and reſpect the Government; where 
the Roman Catholicks, once finding themſelves 


ceaſy, will none of them riſk being ruined through 


a vain Defire to be better; eſpecially to follow a 
Scerit, where they foreſee, that they themſelves 


are ſure at laſt to become the Quarry, ſhould they 


pretend to ſhare with the Tories; the ſame as the 
Aſs was, when he pretended to ſhare with the 
Lion. Men new iſſued from under a Perſecution, 


where they have ſmarted two hundred Years ; 
| who now, as we ſuppoſe, enjoy an eaſy Condi- 


tion, will not, if they be in their Senſes, run from 
that into a Ruin which they ſee before their Eyes. 
This, I ſay, they will not do for the Sake — any 


Prince, nor upon any Score whatſoever : Th 


find themſelves, even now, in a better Condition . 
| than 


Ie 

than they could- in Prudence . 10 \ hits been 
in, had the Attempt aforeſaid ſucceeded, Anno 
11715. This they clearly fee now, tho? a little 
of the lateſt, but time enough to prevent them 
— ever imbarking hereafter in a like Conſpira- 

No; let us make what King we pleaſe, tis 
__ Buſineſs to ſubmit to him, and leave us to 
unmake him again as we ſhall think fit, without 


their intermeddling in any wiſe: They muſt be 


quite out of their Wits if they do not thus be- 
have; and therefore it ſeems to me a Chimera, 
to imagine that they will not ſo behave. If none 
of us will ſtir for the Chevalier, we may depend 
upon it they won't —.— neither indeed would 
they, if we ſhould ſtir for him: They would let 

us do all by ourſelves; or they would be Fools 


if they did nat. At the ſame time pray take no- 


tice, that, ſhould the Government confer upon 


our Roman Catholicks ſo great a Benefit as that 


of a Toleration, it could not but appear to theſe 
a moſt monſtrous Sin and Shame, as well as the 
groſſeſt Folly, to abuſe ſo great a Benefit, and 
turn it againſt their Benefactors; they could not 
but foreſee that ſuch Ingratitude muſt needs ren- 

der them odious to God and Man; ſo that here 
Religion and Honour combine with Prudence and 
Intereſt to keep our Romans tight in their Duty 
to their Benefactors; which is a n r ger 

Tyethan any Oath can form. 


Beſides, the Chevalier himſelf he not' toffer to 


diſturbs us; ay, and with very good Reaſon; hav- 
ing proved from repeated Experience that all the 
Plots and Attempts apparently made in his Fa- 
vour, have ever been but ſo many Snares laid by 
Counterfeits and Coyducks, to intrap well- mean- 
ing Men, truly attach'd to him: So, if he be 
| mn miney of Wy, ſuch as theſe to certain 

| Slaughter 
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Slau hams or Ruin; who can blame him ? o 
choſe to die himſelf rather, than to expoſe his 


Friends. 


But then, e e is it to has ever "a 7 
anon crying out, Hannibal ad Portas; whilſt Han- 
uibal makes it appear to us, and to all Europe, 


that he does not intend to moleſt us? Theſe very 


Men, who, to ſerve a Turn, now and then roar 


out the Danger from the Chevalier, will at all 
other times ridicule, and with very good Reaſon, 


the Suppoſition of any ſuch Danger: As indeed 


there is no Danger at all from the Chevalier; and 


leſs in the Caſe of a Toleration from the Roman 


Catholicks. 


And the foreign Allegiance which n ſaid 


» pay to the Pope, is purely as to the Things of 


other World; for I would only aſk any Perſon, 


1 is tolerably vers'd in the Affairs of France, 


if he thinks the Pope could perſuade any French. 


man to wag a Finger againſt the King of France 


Len faul bien, tis te King witholds the Sub- 


Jects from revolting againſt the Pope: Nor could 
the Pope excite, if he would, any Dutch Catho- 
lick to plot or to act in the leaſt againſt the States; 


no, not a Man: All that Charch-farce has been 
long over every where; and the very old Wo- 


men will tell you now-a-days, that- the Prieſts | F 


are not to be minded out of their Office. 
And indeed all Men of Senſe have fixed: 2 
double Rule, from which they never ſwerve, in 


forming a right Judgment about Religion and 
Churchmen; that is, neither to charge Reli 


with the Faults of the Clergy, nor to clothe theſe 

with all the Deference that is ſolely due to Reli- 
gion: They know perfectly well from Experi- 
ence, that Churchmen, like other Men, judge 


each of them as he is affected; and as the Nalian 


Proverb ſays, that the Fool knows more in his own 
Tm 


in their own 


| Affairs, than the wiſe Man does in theſe of other . 
People. Every Man of common Senſe uſually 


knowing moſt, is of courſe the beſt Judge in his 


own Concerns, in the Management of which he 


muſt anſwer to God, as he does or does not fol- 


low the Conduct of his own Judgment; which, 
if he ſubmits to others, and they miſlead him, 


they may be damn*d who ſeduce him: But what 


Comfort will that be to him, if he be damn'd a- 
long with them? The Lay Roman Catholiccækx 
Gentlemen, paying all the Reſpe& that is due in 


their Perſuaſion to the Church's Decifion in Points 


of Faith, do, in other moot Points, give the Pre- 
ference they know due to the beſt of their own 


2 where they make a wide Difference 
tween the whole Church, and ſome particular 
Churchmen. e 


But this weighty Objection of the Influence 
which the Clergy have upon the Roman Catho- 
lielcs, will be entirely removed, by making it the 

Intereſt of the Prieſts to ſupport the Government; 


which the Government may do, nay, and as 1 


have already proved, would do eſſectually, by the 
very Grant itſelf of a Toleration, ſince none but 
the Granters, or ſuch as the Granters, could ſettle 


and continue to our Roman Catholicks a Tolera- 


tion. The Government, at the ſarae time, may, 
by the ſevereſt Laws, reſtrain Roman Catholick 


Churchmen from impropriating of Lands and Te- 
nements, and limit them to their Stipends and Per- 
quiſites. The Method to do this is ſo obvious, 
that it needs no Delineation; make ſuch an Im · 


propriation Felony: both in the Buyer and in the 


Seller; both in the Donor and in the Acceptor; 


nay, make it Felony for any Man ſo much as to 


propoſe ſuch an Impropriation, if ſuch a Propoſal 
can be fully . upon him. Leave them free 

ancy to monopolize Heaven; What 
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| Is that to us, whilſ they cannot have one Inch 
of Ground to do us any Harm upon Earth? But, 
(if you will excuſe Repetition, as I have prov'd 


that they cannot hope for a ſettled Toleration, 
fave under ſuch a Government as the preſent Go- 


vernment is, it were filly to ſuppoſe they would 
| ſtudy to undermine their only Support. 


Beſides, I further beg Leave to obſerve, that 
the worldly Intereſt. of the Court of Rome is the 
very ſame with ours, that is, The Balance of Eu- 
rope, which we know Rome has at Heart as much 
as we can have; ſo that the Intereſt of that Court 
and ours being in this main Point one and the 


| Tame; here is Intereſt, the beſt Link of Friend- 


ſhip, the Link which never fails, which wherever 


it prompts to be our Friend, we may there depend 


upon Friendſhip. This Identity of Intereſt invites 
us to depend upon the Friendſhip of Rome in the 
main Point of our worldly Intereft : And what if 

we hearken to this Invitation? what if we even 
avow a Zeal to help, all we can, the Haliaus to 
ſet themſelves as free, and as independent as we 
are; to enable Italy, upon occaſion, the better to 
aſſiſt us in the Balance of Europe, as their Intereſt, 

the ſame with ours, would naturally prompt 
them to do? Intereſt, that has tyed together the 
moſt Chriſtian King with the Turk; Why may it 


not link us with the Pope? why muſt -we-conti- 


nue bound with theſe whimſical Chains of Reli- 
gion, which all wiſe Nations break? and break. 
them very juſtly too; for what has Religion to 
do with things out of her Sphere? We would be 
glad to ally in America with any of the Infi- 
dels there for our own Intereſt; then why for our 
own Intereſt may we not ally in un 10 occa- 

ſion were, with the Pope? 
If, inſtead of perſecuting, we appear, in 9 
Point W Policy, Brethren to Roman Catholicks, 
h 
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(which i is all that I propoſe) the very Court of 
Rome itſelf would, in Policy, often eſpouſe and 
ſupport our Intereſt, - as falling 1 in with its own; 


nay it would gladly chuſe, upon occaſion, rather 


to put itſelf under our Protection, than hazard to 
be domineer'd by any Cathalick Prince upon 
Earth; and full as readily too would other Ca- 
tholick States do the ſame; for, if our Lenity be 
remarkable towards Roman Catholicks, in allow- 
ing them the free Exerciſe of their Religion, 
© (which our Intereſt bids us do, and which is all 
they deſire we ſhould do) they will always prefer 
this Lenity to * leaſt Seventy of Brother Cn 
licks, © 155-5 
And as for our Britiſh Pa iſts, if they enjoy 
under us the full Freedom of their Religion; as 
by the great Advantages of living under our Go- 
vernment there is caſt in along with this Freedom 
a full Weight of worldly Intereſt, my Life for 
it, this Scale, where Security, Conveniency and 
Intereſt lye together, will kick up the oppoſite = 
Scale, put into it what you will: Roman Catho- 
licks in this Condition taſting the Sweets of the 
| Government, would be as fond of it, and prove 


as ſound and cordial Subjects as any we have: 


Why not, prayy-as found in England as they are 

in Holland and Hannover ? what, Reaſon can any 
one give why they would not? But the Reaſon 
why they would do ſo is obvious and glaring, and 
the ſtrongeſt in the World; namely, becauſe it 
 wwould be their Intereſt ſo to de. Every Man of 
Senſe ſurely knows as well as I do, that Intereſt 
ſways Mankind ; and, like a Torrent of Fire, de- 
ſtroys and turns into itſelf every adverſe Conſide - 
ration: Intereſt would attach to us our Roman 
Catholicks, Intereſt would attach to us the Court 
of Rome: Hereis n ggg at e =o 
What would we rey 
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As for the Refuge given to the Chevalier, we 
cannot in Reaſon expect that the Pope ſhould re- 
fuſe it to a Prince (for ſuch he takes him to be) 
whoin ſo ſignal a manner is thrown under his Pro— 
tection: But this does not hinder the Nuncio's 
from exhorting our Britiſ Roman Catholicks to 
a Submiſſion and Reconciliation to the preſent 


Government, whoſe favourable 1 . to Bri- 


2 Roman Catholicks, the wife Court of Rome 


would value too much ever in the leaſt to riſque 


any Forfeiture thereof. We know very well that 
the Court of Rome refuſed, as long as in Prudence 

it could, ſending a Nuncio to King James II. and 
that the Nuncio, when at London, exclaim'd aloud 


againſt all the wrong meaſures of that time; which, 


ſeeming in favour, were, to all diſcerning Eyes, 
very viſibly pernicious to our Roman Catholicks. 
This the perſpicacious Italian (ſeeing Effects in 

their Cauſes) foreſaw and foretold; SS this Be- 
haviour of the Nuncio was in thoſe Days noto- 
rious. Rome is too wiſe, I fay, to miſguide our 
Roman Catholicks into any falſe Step that may 
be hurtful to them; for what would Rome gain 


by ſo doing, ſave over the left Shoulder? That 


Court, far from thinking of any ill towards us, 
knows as well as we do (if you will forgive a 
Tautology) that Haly and Car Britain are the 
two Arms of Europe, (as every one may ſee in 

the Map) which, in good Accord together, might 


help one another for the common Intereſt of 


both, to keep in due Poiſe the Body of Europe. 
This the Romans know as well as we do; know 


their Intereſt too full as well as we do ours; would 


upon that very Score gladly cultivate our Friend: | 
flup 3 and as they now exhort our Roman Catho- 

licks to endeavour by all lawful means a Recon- 
ciliation to the preſent Government, they would 
as zcalouſly adviſe them to — that Recon- 


ciliation. 1 JM 3 
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4 
| only * to Mr. Malpole whit hi fond = 
4 dentiments of the Nunciature at Paris, during 


his long Embaſſy there: He was very intimate 


With it; and if he found it in ſuch a Mind as I 


have here deſcribed, there is all the Reaſon ima- 


gmable to ſuppoſe, that the other Menu | 


may be in the fame Diſpoſition. * 
So now, if you pleaſe, let us advance to 8 ano- 
ther main ObxCtion, which is, touching the Re- 


volution, built upon King James the Seconds 
diſpenſing with the Teſt and Penal Laws; and 
_ ſhall we then, by repealing theſe Laws, go to un- 


bottom the Revolution? To which I anſwer with : 


all Humility, that I deny the Conſequence. -''./ 


There is a vaſt Difference between a Catholick 
King upon the Throne diſpenſing with (which 
was pro tempore abrogating) the Teſt and Penal 


Laws, incroaching upon Colleges, putting Ca- 
tholicks in Power, and ſupporting therein with 


an Army both himſelf and them, whereby a for- 


| eed Change ſeemed to be intended; there is, 1 


ſay, a wide Difference between this Caſe and 


Proteſtant King and Parliament granting only a 


Toleration to our Roman Catholicks, who thereby | 
are: made to become a ſound Part of the Nation: 


Here's a viſible Corrective, that turns what before 
might be a Poiſon into a Remedy; whence all 


Cauſe removed of a fundamental Diſcord, we come 


all to coaleſce in a fundamental Concord; and 


though there ever will be among a free People 
petty Diviſions and Animofities, theſe, as I have 
hinted: before, if they do not riſe too high, may, 
like a moderate Ferment in the Blood, do us ra- 
ther more Good than Harm; whilſt we all agree 


in the main Point, in ſupporting the ſame Conſti- 
tution, whereof the Roman Catholicks coming 
once to taſte the Sweets, will (as Þ have before ob- 


ſerved) be as glad and — of it as the beſt of 


. can be. | "OS 


COT 

' Puniſh Roman Catholicks as they deſerve, if 
ever they become ſeditious or rebellious ; but what 
have we to do with their Religion, fince Evidence 
ſo plainly dictates, that it is the only true Policy 
and the only congenuine to our free State, for the 
Law to allow Liberty of Conſcience to Men of all 
Religions? and ee as this will not only 
prove ſo much to the Advantage of the Govern- 
ment and of the Nation, but alſo equally to that 
too of the Church of England itſelf, for the Sup- 
3 of which theſe penal Laws are ſuppoſed to 
have been at firſt enacted; very apropo pethaps at 
the Time of their firſt enacting: But when the 
Caſe is altered, and the ſame Laws come to mili- 
tate againſt the Intereſt of Church and State, then, 
far from ſupporting either, they do Prejudice to 


both; as that they plainly do, we ſee MR 024 — 
concur with Reaſon to evine. 


For what Uneaſineſs did our Brethren the Dit. = 
ſenters give us in former Days? and how did 
their Body increaſe and grow ſtrong among us, 
whilſt under Perſecution ? The chief of wham, 
ſoon after a Toleration, little by little ſtept intd 
the Church; and the whole is become by degrees 
perfectly of a Piece with the Government. Such 
is the EiFe& of Toleration. And why will not 


the like Treatment have the like Effect upon gur | 


Roman Catholicks? Fancy ftirred by Spite and 
Malice, may imagine any falſe Reafon ; (for what. 
will not fancy do?) But I defy all the Wit of 

Man to deviſe a true Reaſon, why Britiſb Roman 
Catholicks may not be, by good Uſage, won and 
_ wove into a Piece with the Government, as wen 
as our other Diſſenters have been. 


The way to do this lies plain befote our Evens: 1 


The French Proverb tells us, Never to do that by 
 Ferce which wwe may do by fair Means. Theie fair 
ee 1 fay, a are the * natural, and of courſe 

| the 


--— 
the ſole efficacious, as well as the ſole divine and 
truly human way; for Force is all abſurd, inhu- 
man, impolitick, abhorrent to our Conſtitution, 
and to our very Nature; Which is ere and 
f not rue! 

Let us go like Providence; ſweetly about our 
Work, and, like it, we ſhalt go ſtrongly too: 
What the bluſtering Winds could not do, the Sun 
did ſoon effectuate, and with his warming Beams 
quickly could uncloak the Traveller. A Spoonful 
of Honey will cateh more Flies than a hundred 
Tuns of Vinegar. Break a Flint upon a Pillow. 
Our Roman Catholicks would not be Britons, if 
they were to be won with ill Uſage; and whoſo- 
ever ſhews a Deſire of oppreſſing a Brother, ſhews 
a a baſe as well as a cruel Heart, and provokes God 
to take away from him the Enjoy ment he does 
not deſerve of his own Liberty. | 
Pray, my deareſt Brethren, be pleaſed to ob- 
ſerve this; and that if we perfiſt in an unreaſon- 
able Cruelty to our Brethren, God will certainly 
puniſn us for it ſooner or later, as ſure as he is 
God. Thoſe Men that would incite us to tor- 
ment from time to time, and to exterminate by 
degrees our Roman Catholicks, do not reflect upon 
the Decree lodged in the Juſtice of Heaven, that 
the Extirpators ſhall be in their Turn extirpated ; 
and that they hurry us to our own Ruin in that 
of our Brethren. © Wherefore, far from encourag- 
ing ſuch an inhuman Deſign, all thoſe among us 
who believe there is a God, and who feel work 
within them the Law hof hah: Nature, muſt 
needs abhor tyrannizing over any Part of our Bre- 
thren ; as this is a ſure Sign that the like Fate will 
come at laſt to our own Share, to ourſelves, or 
to our Poſterity; this ſeeming the unavoidable 
Conſequence drawn from the Belief of a'God that 
* the World. 
= ä 
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Mind a little, 1 beſbeoh you, what the old o- 


5 glodite ſays (in Letters from a Perſian, c. Pp. 35.) 


«Do: you deſire, ſays he, to tyrannize over 
te them? Have a care, that in learning to be Ty. 
< rants, you do not learn to be Slaves. If you 
knew how to value Liberty as you ought, you 
. vill not deprive others of it, who, tho*-unjuft, 
are Men like W and ſhould not be op- 
a8 preſſedG | 
Ig Now does the. old Man tale . e here 
in relation to an Enemy, who had carried Fire and 
Sword into the Land of the Trqladites; and does 
not this touch us who oppreſs our innocent Bre- 
thren? If thoſe in playing the Tyrants were in 
4 of Oe] ER: how much n are 
we ſof | 
Pray, my dear CE be pleaſed "ie exa- 
mine if I talk with Reaſon here; ruminate a little 
on this; and then take notice, that, during the 
Corruption which has ſo long reigned among us, 
God alone, by a continued Miracle, ſeems to have 
preſerved our Liberty; - the ſame God, whom we 
ſo provoke to take it from us: then reflect upon 
the fad Conſequences that will follow the Loſs of 
our Liberty; and judge how loudly our on In- 
tereſt calls upon us at this Time with many 
Voices; I mean, it ſays, we ſhould upon many 
| 'Confideratiting allow to our Brother Chriſtians a 
Share of the Chriſtian Liberty, which (through the 
ſpecial Benefit of Providence) we ourſelves. enjoy. 
And why ſhould we not? What can any Man al- 
ledge, but the Product of Spite and Malice, why 
Papiſts, Who are Britons, ſhould not be treated 
like other Britons ? and, inſtead of being driven 
with their Wealth and Talents abroad, they ſhould 
be invited, methinks, ſuch of them as have made 
any Fortune * to ng! it home, The ſame 
national 


1 
national Advantage: that prevailed in fin of 
the Jes, ſhould, — without doubt, much 
more ſtrongly plead i in favour of our own Chri- 

ſtian Brethren. 

HGlalus populi ſuprema lim avs : This I take to be 
the Motto of the preſent Government ;.I am ſure 
it was that of its Founders; and ought to be that 
of its Supporters: And how the Welfare of the 


People is promoted by the Oppreſſion of any Part 


of the People, account for this who can. 

There is no way that I can imagine of account- 
| ing for this, but by alledging, as ſome do, that 
the Papiſts are in our Body a Gangrene; and 
therefore ſhould be cut off, which would be very 
right, if there was no Cure for the Gangrenez 
but the Cure is obvious: However, to humour 


_ theſe People, I will ſuppoſe (though I hope very 


falſly) but however I will ſuppoſe, that our Papiſts 
are to be. expelled little by little, or how you 
pleaſe, upon account of their Religion; behold a 


ine Foundation laid for a gradual Extirpation of 


the preſent Briti/h. Race! For may not other Pre- 
tences ariſe as valid as that of Religion, to extir- 
pate another Part af us, then another and another? 
Where will you ſtop? And ſurely Pretences may 
emerge in abundance more valid than that of Re- 
ligion. What! you, expel me my Country, be- 
cauſe I do not believe as you do? whereas, would 
I never ſo fain, it may not perhaps be in my 
Power to believe as you do: Than which, what Pre- 
tence can be more weak, more trivial, more ſham- 
mikin, than this of Religion is? So chat if this be, 
what may not be a ſufficient Pretence for extir- 
pating our Brethren? And if we do not deſign to 


extirpate our Roman Catholicks, what in the i 


Name of Reaſon is the Drift of perſecuting them, 
or of tormenting them-with the Dread of ſo cruel 

A SCOUrge hanging over them ? 1 
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hut as I have amply proved, that this Treat- 


ment of our Brethren does harm to both Church 
and State, I hope to ſee it changed into a juſt To- 


leration, which will put an End at once to all the 


Uneaſineſs that Perſecution has bred among us; 


will ſettle, reconcile, and unanimate with us our 


Brethren z; whom nothing but Perſecution keeps 
diſaffected towards us. Do but take away Perſe- 
cution, and Affection will come of courſe ; there 


is no room to doubt on't ; an united Intereſt; in 


Temporals will unanimate our Body Politick in a 


of a common Enemy, or in the Preſervation of 


And what Briton, who has in his Heart the 


leaſt Spark of Humanity, or of Love for his Coun- 


try, would not prefer this Situation of our Affairs 


to that horrid unnatural one of extirpating or of 


tormenting our honeſt Brethren on account of their 
Religion? Even the Villain of the deepeſt Dye 
can hardly, methinks, take a Delight gratis in the 


Miſery of a Brother; What ſort of a Briton muſt 


he be then, who, without any Advantage, nay 
with viſible Damage and Danger accruing there- 
from, to his Country, himſelf, and his Poſterity, 
would continue the Perſecution, and gradual Ex- 


tirpation of our honeſt innocent Brethren upon the. 
Score of their Religion? as if this could taint and 
impoiſon the Britiſh Blood that flows in their 
Veins, and authorize us in ſuch Inhumanity to- 


joint Defence of our Temporals, maugre different 
Religions. A Papiſt will be as fierce in the Face 


our Liberty and Property, as any Proteſtant 


wards them: Or is that Briton a Man, who, after 
fairly ſtating and conſidering the Caſe, is ſtill for 


oppoſing the propoſed Toleration? I beſeech every 


think as he does. 


| ſuch Briton to excuſe my ſpeaking thus home to | 
him; and not to hate me too, becauſe I do not 


For, 


1 
Ser ſeriouſly after all, dee not the fendt , 
| wenn Intereſt of our Nation conſiſt in augment- 

ing the Number of our uſeful Subjects? And do 
not penal Laws act directly againſt this Intereſt ? 
If they do, the Continuance of them cannot be 


the Effect of Reaſon, which cannot teach us to a& 


againſt our Intereſt 3 it muſt be the Effect of Paſ- 
ſion; which I ſuppoſe may urge, that there was 
Reaſon for making theſe Laws when they were 
made; and therefore there is ſtill the ſame Reaſon 
to continue theſe. Laws. A very pretty Conſe- 


quence ! I took Phyſick to mals me well, and 


therefore I muſt ſtill continue taking Phyſick to 
keep me well: Who does not know but this 
would ſoon kill me? Yet thus argueth Paſſion: 
But I crave to have Paſſion excluded, and only 
Reaſon conſulted. Let me reaſon with you, my 
Brethren, and beſeech you not to take amiſs the 
Repetitions I am forced to ges by the Inculca- 
tion of Arguments. | 
What Courſe would you in deen take with 
our Roman Catholicks, to procure among us a 


Chriſtian Union? Would you (again, I fay) in 


good Earneſt” extirpate them? Would you imi-" 
tate in this, as you do in other Things, the Folly 
of the French; who exiled their Huguenots, very 
much to their national Detriment, and Advantage 
of their Neighbours? but, as Heaven would have 
it, without reaping thence the Emolument they 
had promiſed to themſelves z ſince they would be 
now pretty near, if not altogether in as much, or 
rhaps in more Apprehenſion from their Janſe- 
niſts, than they formerly were from their Hugue- 
nots, did not the Strength of their Conſtitution 


| ſuppreſs the Diſtemper, which yet may not be 


always ſure to ſuppreſs it; ſince the Bulk of the 
People that compoſe the Janſeniſt Party are diſ- 


3 7 251 to turn Proteſtant, that is, to 3 againſt 


the 8 


* Fr 
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the. Pope 8 8 and to ſecularize their 


Convents; which, I fancy by the by, we ſhould 


bs as forty: to ſee them do, as their Politicians 


would/be be der us gran Toltration to our Ro. 
man Catholicks. | yas of. 
So much I ſay by the by; but to my preſent 


Point: We may obſerve ariſen in France a 


that wants but a Head, and an Occaſion to be- 

come perhaps as formidable as ever the Hugue- 
nots were: and what has happened in France may 
as naturally happen in England: Should we expel 
x Part of our Brethren: upon the wretched: Pre- 
tence. of Religion; other ſuch-like or ſtronger 
Pretences may ariſe (as I have ſaid before) to make 

us expel one another by Parcels to Extermination: 
And why. ſhould we put ourſelves into this Riſque 
without the leaſt Motive for it, other than the 


ſavage Delight of tormenting our innocent Bre- 
thren upon the Score of their Religion? in oppo- 
fition to our own excellent Scheme of Govern- 
ment, formed to ſecure Liberty and Property to 


all che Subjects; and which therefore cannot be | 
complete till all the Subjects enjoy a like Liberty 
and Property? Why this Exception of our Ro- 


man Catholicks, why muſt they be treated like 


Helotes ? Why leave ſuch an unnatural and ſuch. 


a dangerous Flaw in our excellent Conſtitution 2: 


This is what J want to learn, where the Policy 
may conſiſt of doing this? I ſee here a great deal 

of Paſſion, but not one Spark of Reaſon. 1 

It is true, and it muſt be avowed, that, an 
immedicabile vulnus enſe reſcindendum eſt; this I 
own is very true: But, pray, firſt premiſe the 
cuncta prius tentanda : Would you run to Am- 
putation fooliſhly and needleſſy when you can cure 
and make a ſound Limb? Would you be ſo un- 


naturally barbarous to your own Fleſh and Blood? 


And are not Roman Catholicks Britons? ie 
wt | | Oh! 


Ci an 5 . 
h! But Roman Cathilicks when in Power 
burned all O ppoſers as Hereticks: Ay, and have 


they not ſuffered for that two hundred Tears Per- 
ſecution? Has not Brother's Blood enough been 


ſhed on all Sides upon the Score of Religion? and 
ae emen 

and laſt, 
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| Claudite, Jon rives, og 2 prate dens 


--Do — we e mn Citholicks the 
. of Proteſtants ? and ſhall we imitate 
what wecondemn?Tocryout;thatthePapiftshave 
done this, done that, done tꝰother thing, in former 
Times; Whats all this to us at this Time? 
5 Would you allow at this Day the kindling of a 
Hatred among us Britons one againſt another hy 
the ripping up of old Sores, the dire Cruelties of 
former Days, and the horrid woful Effects of our 
paſt civil Wars ? What Britiſb Family at this rate 
could be reconciled to another? What an . 
and Havock would this make in our Coun 
How much more eligible, natural, laudable are 
healing Councils here? How much better tlie 
fomenting of an univerſal OY Affection to- 
Sn one another? | 
- Pray, ink ee to obſerve the following bat 
6 
yy, 5 1 eminent Tralian Stateſt man x aſked me: 


. — it came that we Engliſh, of all Nations 15 85 


had among us the moſt fierce and the moſt fre- 
quent Jars and Animoſities? Theſe it was (ſaid he 
then, and I fay the ſame now) theſe it was that 
gave Birth to the Threat of the Cardinal de Ri- 
chelieu upon our Deſcent at Rochel, that he would 
cut us out York enougb at home Which accord- 

ingly he did, by fomenting the Diſcord that laid 

aur wretched Land all an Fire and Sword, flew 


* ſo 


1 32) 1 3 
many thouſands of Britons, and exiled others; 5 
ruined fo many Families; ſubverted Church and 
State; and deſtroyed/ our Conſtitution; brought 
our King to the Block; and dd us to an 


Dupgctart: Which Game the Cardinal began, when, 


as, my. Lord Clarendon obſer ves, there was but a 
ſmall Number of Malecontents among us; only 
two in the Houſe of 2 de Abbot * 
the Lord Say and Seal. 

Now, as what has been may has Rp” 15 
| Nicbelieu, had he a mind to play a like Game, 

might perhaps find in his Hands better Cards to 
do it with now, than the old Volpons aforeſaid had 
then, judge how. prudent it may be to keep 
ſmouldering in any Part of us the leaſt Diſconte 
and above all one juſtly grounded; how much it 
may ſtand us upon to appeaſe this Diſcontent, and 
to procure and cheriſh by all human Means a true 
Brotherhood among us, an equal general Zeal for 
the common Weal of the Whole Body; which 

"Zeal; we all know, is incompatible with . 
raves reſting upon. any Part of our Body. 

Whoſoever will reflect upon this laſt mention d 
Management of the Cardinal de Richelieu, will per- 
ceive, the Caſe I propoſe to be no ſuch deſpicable 
Matter as ſome ſeem to imagine it, but a thing 
that deſerves our moſt ſerious Attention, to con- 
tri ve to ſettle among us an univerſal brotherly Af- 

fection, and a firm Attach: to our Government; 
which being evidently incompatible with the Per- 

ſecution of any Part among us, I cannot imagine 
what can be alledged in Reaſon for the Continu- 
ance of ſuch a Perſecution: Profit or Honour 
there can be none in it, but quite the contrary; | 
and what Pleaſure can there be in the Affliction of 

Brethren? It is not a divine, it is not a human 
. tell me, _—_ if thou art zealous to 
«M7 ; cCeoͤontinue 
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continue this Affliction, what ſort of a Pleaſure 
it is thou takeſt in it ? 5 4 
The Truth on't is, nothing is right that is not 
reaſonable. Paſſion has the fame Effe& in States 
as it has in private Perſons, is always hurtful, and 
often pernicious; let us therefore ſet it aſide, and 
ſtrive to conſult Reaſon, which tells us, that our 
common Weal depends entirely upon our Union. 
Loet every Briton contribute all that in him lies to- 
wards this Union; let every Briton (for Heaven's 
ſake, for the Love he owes his Country, and for 
his own ſake too) do as he wou'd be done by; as 


Reaſon and Nature, and our national Conſtitution 


dictate; and, to reap his Share of the Fruit which 
this Union will produce, let him put away his 
Prejudice, and wear brotherly Sentiments towards 


every Brother alike : Where is the Difficulty of 


doing this? ſhall a brave and beautiful People 
never learn to love one another, hindred by ay 
Prejudice? Our Britih Roman Catholicks are, 
we know, a learned, polite, good-natured, gene- 
rous, charitable Set of Men; who, if we ſet aſide 
their Religion, are moſt endearing Objects; and 
ſhall their Religion hinder us from loving them? 
*Slife ! then, what is our own? have we ourſelves 
any Religion? If it teacheth us to hate our Bre- 
thren, God is not there; the Devil is in it. 
In fine, to ſum up all in a few Words, The 
| Miſchiefs that this coercive Humour about Religion 
has done among us, are notorious and flagrant ;, and 
the Gaod it ever did, or ever can do, no Man ever 
pet did, or could ſee ; ſo that it ſeems high time 
for us to think of changing that Humour for one 
more reaſonable, and more beneficial to us. 
ls am ſure no Whig can be for Oppreſſion of 
any kind whilft he continues a Whig, being ef- 
ſentially, whilſt he is a Whig, for the direct con- 


trary ; that is, . enjoying himſelf, ava allowing 
to every Man a reaſonable Liberty and whilft 


| HS 11 


= | he holds this Tenet, ſo long, and no longer, we 
Wil muſt allow him him to be of the true Engliſh 
18 | SD... 


i = And I am ſure no Man can be for Oppreſſion 

| | of any. kind, and be a Friend to the Government; 

h becauſe the Government | is viſibly endangered by 

| | ſuch Oppreſſion, and evidently inſured from Dan- 

[| | ger, by a fatherly Diſtribution of its genial Be- 

ſl nignity towards every Child alike 3 and therefore 

I . I am ſure that every real Friend to the Govern- 

| ment will be for promoting this Diſtribution. 

"7 Heads, indeed, and Tools of Parties may be 
glad to have continued any Neſt-egg for Sedition ; 
private Men may have private Aims; which, as 
they keep up Diſcord, they do thereby evidently 
unſettle, miſchieve, and indanger the Govern- 

ment: But Rex Jupiter omnibus idem; the Go- 
vernment itſelf, and every Friend to the Govern- 

ment, will, 15 . labour for Concord, and to 
unanimate all with the Government; in which 
Union are included Safety, Peace, Wealth, 

Strength and Honour to the Government, to the 

People, to the King, and to every £ Subject. This 
is the Chriſtian Union which I, with all Humili- 
ty, have attempted to recommend, and have, I 
hope, plainly delineated by what means it may be 
attained ; by the eaſieſt means in the World, on- 
ly by allowing to our Brethren the ſame Freedom | 
that we enjoy ourſelyes, which in Reaſon, in Hu- 
m itz, and true Policy we ought to do. 

am read y to make, nay I do here make Oath, 
that J have written this Diſcourſe purely out of 
my.own Zeal for the Good of my Country, with- 
out the leaſt Inſtigation of any Roman Catholick, 
or indeed of any Perſon upon Earth. The Ro- 
man Catholicks, poor Souls! are ſo aw'd, ih” 
| an 
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and caſt down, that the moſt ſanguine among 


them has hardly dar'd aſpire, . even within him- 
| ſelf, to the Hope of this Toleration; and they 

are therefore likely to prove the more gratefu] for 
it, if the Government freely beſtow, of its own 
Wiſdom and Generofity, ſo unexpected a Bleſ- 
ſing upon theſe dejected Brethren z which I the 
more heartily wiſh to ſee done, to bely thoſe who 
charge us with Inhumanity, to-ſhew, the World 


Do that we are as humane as we are brave; and that 


in ſuch a Caſe as this, where the Motive is apply'd, 
the Bowels of the generous Briton yearn to. raiſe a 
. Brother from the Ground to his Em- 
I, for my Part, purely plead out of a 
3 * as I have ſaid before, to do a publick G; 
and Succeſs or Miſcarriage will neither take out, 
nor put a Peny into my Pocket; yet you, may be 
ſure, that I wiſh J may ſucceed, or I had not un- 
dertaken this good Work : But, if it does not 
ſucceed, I have ſtill ſecured to myſelf the Reward 
of the Peace- maker; with which the Searcher of 
Hearts, who knows my good Intention, will not 


flail to crown my Labour, ſhould he, for the 


Sins of my Country, refuſe: to grant ſo great a 
Blefling, as x Chriſtian Union is. 


This Union, indeed, is what the Enemies c of his 


Majeſty will, in all F e oppoſe, as it may 


confirm upon the Throne him and his Poſterity: 
But for this very Reaſon, every true Friend of 
his will be as zealous for it as his Enemies will be 
againſt it; and if Heaven fights for this good 

"if if Gd i is for us, who 1s againſt us ? _ 
I only; beg leave to cloſe my Diſcourſe with 
one notable Example; which (as: Example, we 
know, is more prevalent than Precept) may not 


unlikely prove of more Weight and e 
ee all I have N e dee 


F 2 " Oliver 


is as much Di 
on, and that of an Oath, as there is between Fet- 
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Oliver Croneuell, whom all will allow (Preju- 
dice ſet aſide) to have been one of the ableſt Po- 
liticians that our Nation ever produced, perceiv- 
ing the F olly, as he wiſely called it, of propoling 
Oaths to Men of Honour which they cannot 
take; fetch me Pen, Ink, and Paper, ſays he, 
and I'll quickly write an Oath that no one will re- 
fuſe; which he immediately did in the Terms 
following, I A. B. ſwear, that I will net diſturb 
the preſent Government. All the Roman Catho- 
licks, all Parties took this Oath, and kept it 


he had all his Deſire, and they had all theirs, {6 


the Government and they were then both eaſy * 
as both the Government and ey would be now 


in the like Caſe. 


The Truth on't is, upon a Suppoſition chat t ns 
Part or. Parcel among us were in any "wiſe 

preſſed, but all at Faſe partook alike the Sweets 
ot ſo benign a Government; this would' give the 


Sovernment 'a much ſtronger Pledge: of every 


Man's Allegiance than any Oath can poſſibly 

form; ſince repeated Experience has ſhewn W 
that Men will map Oaths, which they pretend 
are forced upon them, with as much Eaſe as 
Sampſon. did the Cords that bound him. The 
7 good and fare Way is, to follow Mr: P#or's 
Advice, ad clap a Padlock on the Mind: For as 
the Talian Proverb fays, One Hair of Love 
draws fironger than a hundred Yoke of Oxzy: 80 
I fay, the Means being applied to make all our 
Subjects eaſy,” a Man may ſtake his Life upon't 


that none of em will Barbour a Thought of mak- 
ing thoſe 7 85 who ue made him eaſy.” There 


rence between the Tie of Affecti- 
ters of Steel and a ſingle Thread of Worſted': 
Where does then the Policy lie of fettering-with 
the Thread of Worlted 2 2 We might make as ſure 


of 


91. 


| of our Papiſts as the Dutch do of theirs, without 


any Oath at all; which Oath therefore ſeems to 


me wholly ſuperfluous : But, this I only exhibit 
here as my moſt humble Sentiment; which, if 


you do not approve, yet I hope you will excuſe 


it; ſince it does not hinder LY from _— "_ 


as you think fit. 1997 

At the ſame time be 1 8 to take notice, that | 
though I'may perhaps be the firſt Man who has 
writ expreſly upon the Subject of my preſent Pro- 
poſal, yet I ſhall in the enſuing Supplement am- 
ply ſhew you, that ſeveral of our ableſt, modern, 
protetae pol + OWE, Authors, have expreſſed them 
ſelves of my Opinion, as to the Point in hand, as 
N perfectly hw fully as I could deſire they ſhould do. 
I have been al told by ſeveral Perſons of Cre- 
ditt, that the late King George uſed to expreſs his 
Amazement at our perſecuting of Papiſts; as very 
well he might, ſince he had employed and expe- 
rienced his Papiſts in Hanover to be as good and 
uſeful Subjects as any he had there; and his very- 
prime Miniſter there being a Papiſt, well might 
he ſtand amazed at what muſt needs ſeem to him 

a Myſtery ; that is, how Papiſts ſhould come to 
be duch uſeful Subjects in Hanover, and ſuch hide- 
- ons Bugbears in England. I don't know, (aid he, 

what Laws you hau bere hinting where he thought 


the Fault might lie, uctely, i in our unnatural Laws 


for perſecuting a.Part of ourſelves upon account 
of Religion ; which he thought ſhould always be 
tolerated where it does no Harm to the State; and 
Hanover being a Proteſtant State the ſame as Great 
Britain is, he might very well wonder at ſuch a 
wide Difference between Papiſts in Hanover and 
Papiſts in Great Britain: So ſhould we too won- 
der at it; we ſhould wonder at his Wonder; and 
examine, if the Wonder of ſo judicious a Prince at 
our Conduct in this Caſe was founded or not 
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1 
founded upon Reaſon, Our Intereſt and our Ho- 
nour urge us to examine this; nay, we ſhould 
examine this, were it but in Curioſity to diſcover 
whence ariſes this wide Difference between Papiſts 


in Ereat Britain, and Papiſts in other Proteſtant 

States, ſuch as Hanover and Holland are; to diſ- 

cover where the Fault lies; whether our Conduct 
in this Point, or that of our Neighbours, be wrong. 


I have, I humbly hope, in my foregoing Diſ- 
— plainly demonſtrated where the Fault lies: 
However, that a Point of ſuch Moment may not 
ſeem to rely upon any Demonſtration of mine 
(here ſtrong Prejudice may always ſuſpect a 
Flaw, though it can diſcover none) pray be pleaſed 
to read the Sup — where you will find, as 
J have ſaid before, our wiſeſt proteſtant politick 
Authors perfectly N with me in * N 
** of 1 2 nel 2120 10 
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Ho- I fatter mycelf chat, in my foregoing 
Diſcourſe I may have ſaid enough to ingra- 
tiate my Propoſal with every unprejudiced Bro - 
ton; yet I think it not amiſs to ſtrengthen what 
I have offered there, with the Authority of Men 
much wiſer than myſelf ; who, upon ſome ſuch- 
like Subject as that I have now in hand, have 
thought much in the ſame manner as I think upon 
the Subject of my Propoſal. Theſe Men are in 
great Number, among which I have pitched upon 
three: The firſt a noble ancient Greek, the two 
others modern Engliſhmen, of very great Reputa- 
tion for their Wiſdom and Knowledge in national 
Affairs; out of whoſe Writings I have made Ex- 
tracts, ſuch as I thought fit for my Purpoſe ; theſe - 
I beg Leave to republiſh, together with my Notes 
and Reflections upon them; which I moſt humbly 
ſubmit, as I ought, to the Judgment of my 
CNET. | 
My Grecian Author is Xenophon, renown for 


1 his Policy as well as for his Valour ; who, in his 


time, made a Propoſal to the Magiſtrates of A4- 
 thens, ſomewhat (if it become me to ſay ſo) re- 
ſembling this of mine, which 1 moſt humbly ad- | 
dreſs to my Countrymen. © 
The Tranſlation of Xenophow I Propoſal i is an- 

688 to Diſcourſes on the public Revenues and 
Trade of England; Part iſt, made by the Author 
| of the Eſay on Ways and Means ; wherein, find- 
ing ſomething in my Mind not inappoſite to my 

Purpoſe, I moſt humbly beg I may re-exhibit 
to the Publick the following Excerptions (with 
my Remarks 2 out of the ſaid Tranſla- 
tion; 


0 


FP * 
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tion; where Xenophon ſays in Engliſh (p. 1 
1 always held'it for a certain Maxim, that Go- 
4 vernments reſembled their Governors; and that 


the Proſperity or Declenſion, the Vigour or 
Decay of all States, was derived from the Vit- 


< tues 2 Vices, the Abilities or Weakneſs o. 
© their Rulers,” 


This is a juſt Obſervation, that will ever bold | T 


good to the End of the World: Wherefore I moſt 
| heartily pray (which is all I can do) that not only 
the preſent Age of Britons, but alſo that all our 
- Britiſh - Poſterity may taſte the wholeſome Fruits 
of a wiſe and benevolent Adminiſtration z and as 
I hope we are now bleſt with ſuch an Adminiſtra- 
tion, I very chearfully hail it, and ſubmit with 
all Humility to- its prudent Conſideration all I 


have writ, and all I ſhall write pon the I 
of my Propoſal. 
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The Reſemblance is here ſo perfect of Athens 
to Great Britain, that one might almoſt imagine 
the Athenian - Xenophon, who liv'd almoſt 3000 

Tears ago, was now talking to Britons. Hear 
this noble Greek, for he richly deſerves. to be 
| heard; and ſo many Remarks might be made 


(p. 12 and 13.) Xenophon adds, Upon a * 


neral Review of the whole Matter, it appear'd 
to me that the A/henian Territory is capable of 


affording a mighty Income and Revenue; the 


Truth of which Aſſertion may be eaſily evinc d 
by a brief Survey of the State and Nature of 
our Country: The Fruits of the Earth, and na- 


« tive Products of our Soil, are a Proof of the 
Temperature of our Climate, and the Mild- 
ce rieſs of our Seaſons : Our Sea, as well as Land, 


. abound in all Things neceſſary for Life and 
Luxury: Befides the vaſt Plenty we enjoy of 
periſhable” Goods, our Soil affords us ſome 


ſtaple and permanent Commodities.“ 


upon 


d 


* Greatneſs of our State, and which we owe to 


upon this Diſcourſe of his, curious and uſeful ts | 
 Exngland, that I wonder to ſee the Diſcourſe come 

abroad in our Language unattended with ſuch Ob- 

ſervations : However, here I ſhall make none but 

ſuch as I think pertinent to my preſent purpoſe. 

Tsp. 14, and 15.) To all theſe Advantages 

4 (ſays he) which conſpire to the Felicity and 


& the happy Situation and the native Wealth of 
our Country, a mighty Improvement might bs 
© made by the Inftitution of publick Laws in 
_ 4 Fayour of Strangers that eftabliſh themſelves, 
* among us; for general Advantages are derived. 
to a State from Numbers of People. 
Ay, and particular Advantages too to every 
Subject, as I have proved before in my Propoſal. 
But let us reaſon like Men. Was there then 
ſuch a mighty Improvement to be made in 
Athens by Laws in favour of Strangers? And is 
there now no Likelihood of any Improvement to 
be made in Great Britain by Laws in favour of 
Natives, of Brethren, of our own Fleſh and 
Blood ? Shall neither Humanity nor our own In- 
tereſt raiſe among us a Patron to theſe ? Do. 
we, inſtead of contributing to augment the Num- 
ber of our People by the Allurernent of uſeful. 
Strangers, (which, with the Toleration aforeſaid, 
might, and in all Likelihood would, produce a much 
nobler Conqueſt at home, without the leaſt Pain 
or Bloodſhed, than all the Conqueſts abroad ima- 
ginable could amount to) and inſtead of increaſ- 
ing our People, our Wealth, and our Strength, 
by the Aggregation of Strangers, Do we contrive 
res to drive our Brethren abroad into the 
Service of Strangers, and ſometimes of Enemies: 
and form a Barrier againſt Numbers of ſuch uſeful 
Aliens who might otherwiſe ſettle among us? 
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And the Cream of the Jeſt i is here, We do this 
for the Sake of Religion. Now were we a Pack 
of Bigots, ſome Allowance might be made towards 
1 national Weakneſs. But, Brethren, are we Bi- 
gots? Ay, we may be indeed hupely overſtock'd 
with Bigotry 3 only as this happens to appear not 

ſo very viſible among us ; De non apparentibus & 
non exiſtentibus eadem et ratio ; and yet we ſacri- 
fice to this Phantom, as to a Maloch, our own, 
Children ; and more, our prime Intereſt, and our 
moſt ſubſtantial 'Emolument ; ſuch g orious Ad- 
vantages, ſuch Improvements as We. might make, 
upon the Ground that God has given us; to ſee 
theſe ſacriced (and by Men too wWho are not Bi- 

ots) to a Spirit of Perſecution out of a bigoted 
Zeal for Religion! 

I muſt own to thee, Mirza. 72 the Perſian 
to his friend in his Letters aforeſaid, p. 78.). 
de there is nothing I abhor ſo much as Perſecu- 
* tion; it ſeems. to me no lefs ridiculons'in its 
„Principles, than dreadful in its Effects: One, 
„ would think, that the great Diverſity of Opi- 
i nions among Mankind ſhould incline Men a. 
« little to ſuſpect that their own may poſſibly be 
wrong; but to purſue all others with Rage oy 
% Violence, inſtead of Pity and Perſuaſion, *is, 
* ſuch a Strain of Pride and F olly, as Enthuſiaſm | 
<ftſelf can ſcarce account for.” 

Hence he very fitly compares a perſecuting 
Zealot to a mad Don Pvixot, ready to knock out 
every Man's Brains who will not maintain with 

kim, that his adored Gocdefs Dulcinea del Toboſo 
is the Paramount of all Perfection: He ſhews the 
monſtrous HE lh ſuch Compulſion, which 
is ſure to make a Man hate the Religion that is 
forced upon him. He tells us how the Perfans 
decide the Controverſy about Religion between 
them and the Turks by the Fight of two Bulls, in 
| & which 


** 


„„ r 


* 3 
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which the Perfict Bull is ſure to oet the better : 
«And juſt in this Light (ſays he) I regard all re- 
ve" ligious Wars, whether the Combatants are two 
Bulls or two Biſhops, the Caſe is exactly the 
„ ſame; and Mankind are as fimple to concern 
« « themſelves for the one as for the other.” 

The Perſſan here concludes perhaps ſomewhat 
too bluntly with his two Bulls; but all unpreju- 
diced Perſons will allow, that he reaſons very 
juſtly again all Perſecution and Conſtraint in 
Point o Religion ; 3 which we all of us condemn 
in our private Converſation ;. which all our belt 
Authors, all our ableſt Politicians exclaim againſt, 
and yet we practice the Folly which we condemn: 
What would Xenophon have faid of this? But let 
us fee what he ſays farther. - 

(p. 16.) The Inſtitution (ſays he) of a new 
* Magiftracy, like the publick Guardians of our 
<« Orphans, for the Protection and. Security of 
Strangers, with Rewards of Honours and Dig: 
<< nities to thoſe, who by their Care and Induſtry _ 
155 3 the moſt numerous Settlements ß 
Foreigners among us, would gain the Affecti- 
on of our Aliens, and would have a very good 
Effect in drawing a vaſt Concourſe of Exiles 
and Strangers to live under the: Protection of 
«* our Government, and augment our publick 
Revenue. 
Would it fo at Athens augment their publick 
Revenue, and will not a paralle] Practice have the 
like Effect in Great Britain? Sure it would as evi- 


3 dently as that one and two make three. But ha- 


ving already in my Propoſal fully demonſtrated 
this, it is needleſs to repeat here the Demonſtra- 
tion. So pray tell me here, why, Whilſt France 
is ſo intent upon inlarging its Territories, and ex. 
tending 1 its Power over Europe; why, I fay, the 
W of Ae ſhould not ſeek to increaſe its 
| 9 ” Wealth | 


14 
Wealth and Strength, to enable it by its own Vi- 
gour to preſerve its own Liberty, and to recover 
that of Europe: or which better way it may in- 
creaſe its Wealth and Strength than by the pro- 
poſed Toleration. But let me return to Xenophon. 
(p. 17.) he obſerves, that of all Cities Athens 
“ hes 105 faireſt for inviting an extended Com: 
mie 
And pray, How does Great Britain lie? Peo- 
ple tell me, it is ſurrounded with a large 4 920 
Pond; and has ſueh a Store of Advan 
might inrich it more than could all the Mites of 
Potofi : This, if I do not oyerween, the. com- 
pleating of our excellent Conſtitution by an equa] 
Diſtribution of Liberty, may, nay will produce, 
and enable us to recover into our Hands the Bal- 
lance of Europe, maugre all the formidable Pro- 
greſs that France can make: Pray, excuſe here In- 
culcation. 

.) Xenophon adds, *T would be N 
te for the Honour and Ad vantage of the Publick 
to give the firſt Rank and x dal in all 
* Places to Foreign Seamen and Merchants; and 
© invite to the publick Feaſts of the City ſuch of 
c them as by their Ships or Commodities do Ser. 
7 vice to the State.“ 

What Careſſes, what Expence, what Care and 

Pains to be taken, as Xenophon would have it, at 
Athens, to allure Foreigners | Compare this _ 
our Behaviour toward a Part of our own Peo 
And *tis manifeſt (ſays he in the ſame 1 * ge) 
5 beyond all Contradiction, that our Trade = 
eCommerce would be extended, our Exporta- | 
t tions and [mportations increaſed, and the ſtand- 
* ing Income and Revenue improved i in propor- 
tion to the Number of Foreign Seamen and 
te Merchants of all kinds that eſtabliſh —— 


* among us,” n 
Well 


_ Jn ER. 
Well ſaid, Aenopbon; over and over again, ſtill 
the ſame Story] Ay, it can ſcarce be repeated too 
often, that Laws inviting Strangers (I always mean 
uſeful ones) Laws unanimating and rendering our 
own People uſeful, will increaſe our Commerce 
and our ſtanding Inconſſſmſce. 
And to repeat the Words of my Author, be- 
ing they now tally exactly with our Britiſb Afﬀ- 
fairs, as well as they did of old with thoſe of the 
Athenians ; fince ** *tis manifeſt (now in Great 
„ Britain, as well as it was formerly in Athens) 
_ & beyond all Contradiction, that our Trade and 
«© Commerce would be extended, our Exporta- 
tions increaſed, and the ſtanding Income and 
« Revenue improved, in proportion to the Num- 
“ber of Foreign Seamen and Merchants of all 
* kinds that eftabliſh themſelves among us. 
_ © Since *tis alſo manifeſt, that the Toleration pro- 
ſed will invite and determine a Number of ſuch 
Men to ſettle among us; Would not one think that 


ſuch an Advantage might induce us to bear with- 


out a Qualm the Sight of People going to Maſs? 
To ſee us bugbear'd like Children from our Inte- 
 reft with hobgoblin Imaginations about Religion, 
were my Author now alive and among us, what 
would he think? what would he ſay of this? Pray 
_ excuſe Tautology here; and let us ſee what he ſays 
_ farther. N i "= 
To the Improvement of theſe Articles of our 
«© Revenue (/ays Xenophon, ibid.) nothing more 
5+ 3s required than a generous Lenity and Indul- 
<4 gence in our publick Laws, and an univerſal 
** Encouragement and Protection to Strangers.” 
And if a generous Lenity and Indulgence in 
publick Laws, and an univerſal Encouragement 
and Protection to Strangers was then ſo ſtrongly 
recommended by that renowned Patriot, What 
may we think he would have ſaid of cruel rigo- 
e rous 
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tous Laws againſt any Part of the Natives; 
thereby driving them abroad into the Service of 
Aliens, or rendering them not only uſeleſs, but 
dangerous and hurtful at home? Were he now 
alive among us, What would he forebode of a 
State ſo contributing to weaken and indanger it- 
ſelf? He would in Likelihood ſay, that a Blot is 
10 Blot till it is hit. 10075 5 

I come now in the ſecond Place to the Diſcourſe 
concerning Trade of Sir Jofiah Child 


Whoſe Sentiments I here inſert in his own 


Words, which I ſet down juſt as I find em; and 
(as be ſays in p. 238.) for fach like Reaſons : | 
iIſt, That the World may ſee I am not fin- 
< gular in my Opinion. 5 

Seconaly, For Confirmation of the Truth by + 
<< the Authority of a Perſon of ſuch known Abi- 
<< lities, FDV . 
« Thirdly, To give the Author his due Ho- 
* nour of being the firſt Obſerver, c. and that 
I may do right to his Memory, who hath done 
* more for his Country than would have been the 
Gift of ſome Millions of Pounds Sterling into 
% ͤ 111% ¼- nt 
Theſe preceding Words, which Sir F2/ab ſays 
of another Gentleman, I think I may very juſtly 
and aptly apply to himſelf; to whom, in my 
ind, we are more obliged for his excellent Ad- 
vice, than we are to our Heroes for their Victo- 
ries ; for his Advice exhorting us to bend our 
wiſer Thoughts towards the Improvement of 
Trade, the bleſſed Source of our Vigour ; which 
roduces to us Wealth, the Nerves of War, and 
tter far than the Wealth acquired by War, our 

Oeculta Spolia & plures de pace triumphos ; Wealth 
that we ſhould acquire, not, like lawleſs Banditti, 
by Murder and Rapine, with the Havock of the 
World, and the Slaughter of Mankind, but by 

546 ” honeſt 


by 


Ia) 


honeſt, peaceful Induſtry, with the Ornament of 5 
the World, and with the Benefit and Pleaſure of 
Mankind; Wealth beatify ing, not execrating our- 


ſelves and others; which, with a wiſe Admini- 
ſtration, would neble us m time to recover into 


our Hands the Ballanee of Europe, and keep it 


there; which that we ſhould do, being not only 


our prime Intereſt, but that of Europe too, what 


can we do better than apply our ſerious Attention 
to whatever may OS promote; and aug- 


ment our Trade? This Courſe Sir Tſiab ſeems 
| pleaſed to ſee us give into (when he ſays, p. 10.) 


Do we not fee, that even as the World now 


« goes, Dies Diem docet, ſcarce a Seſſion of Par- 
* lament paſſeth without making ſome good Acts 


e for the Betterment of Trade, and paring off 


c the Extravagancy of the Law ?” 


Note, That here and elſewhere he does: often 5 
ſuppoſe, there may be an Extravagancy in the 


Law, as you will by and by farther perceive. 


And (ibidem, No. 8.) he advances to my Opi- 8 


nion, when he ſays, Will not the full Under- 


ſtanding of Trade (acquired by Experience, and 
e never wanting to People who make it their 


FBuſineſs to follow Trade) quickly bring us to 
© ſee our Advantage in permitting all Strangers 


56 to cohabit, trade and purchaſe Lands amongſt 


ius upon as eaſy Terms as the Dutch do??? 
| How far is this from approving Laws that con- 


tribute to expel Natives ! To which every Man, 
| that underſtands Trade, and the Intereſt the Na- 
tion has in it, muſt of Neceſſity be as averſc as 


Sir Jaſi ab is. 
Again, (p. 71.) talking of the Lax * reducing)" 
: the Intereſt of Money to Four per Cent. which is 


now done, (he ſays) ** Will not the Conſequence, 
i of this Law, by augmenting the Value of 


Land, bring us in time to "IN and juſt In- 
* cloſements 
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1.1 

& cloſements of our Foreſts, Commons, Waſtes; : 
« and making our ſmaller Rivers navigable, the 
<« higheſt 3 that this Land is capa- 
« ble of? 
© Will not the Conſequence of this Law diſco- 
< yer to us the Vanity and Oppoſition to Trade 
« that there ſeems to be in many of our Statutes 
« yet in Force? Sc.“ 

Every Reader, I believe, will readily grant me 
here, that he comprizes among theſe Statutes our 
penal Laws; ſince theſe are evidently very preju- 

dicial to Trade, and of courſe to the Nation: Be- 
ſides, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, he inveighs vehe- 
mently, over and over again, againſt all ſuch ſort of 
Laws. 

I read Sir gab with great Pleaſure every where. 
But my Heart dances with Joy when I read the 
following Remarks of ſo competent a Judge (in. 
p. 40, and 41.) where he thus proceedeth n: 

_« By what hath been faid, and what follows, 
<« as well as by what moſt Men obſerve, it is evi- 
«« dent, that this Kingdom is wonderfully fitted 
by the Bounty of God Almighty, for a great 
4 Progreſhon in Wealth and Power; and that 
* the only Means to arrive at both, or either of 
& them, is to advance Trade; and that the Way 
< to theſe Improvements is not hedged up with 
« Thorns, nor hidden from us in. the dark, or 
< intrigued with Difficulties; but very natural and. 
facile, if we would ſet about them, and begin 
<< the right Way; caſting off ſome of our old 
<< miſtaken Principles i in Trade, which we inherit 
e from our Anceſtors, who were Soldiers, Huntſ- 
« men, and Herdſmen ; and therefore neceſſarily 

© unſkilful in the Myſteries of and Methods to 
improve Trade (though their natural Parts were 
nothing inferior to ours) Trade being but a, 
novel n in England comparatively to other 

| 2 Parts 


K 


i Palth of the World; and in my iy Opinion, * not 
e yet advanced to the one-fifth Part of Improve- 
« ment that the Land is capable of, Sc.“ 


Then why in the Name of Reaſon do we not 

bet upon the Ways and Means to increaſe the 
_ Wealth, Strength, 8 and Happineſs of our 
Country ? Why, amuſed with frivolous Notions 


about Religion, are we withheld from this main im- 


ortant Work to inrich and ſtrengthen our Coun- 5 
try? And Sir Jaſi ab ſeems directly of my Opinion, 


or rather I ſhould ſay, I am of his Opinion, that 
whoſoever pretends to be a Patriot, ought of Ne- 


ceſſity to ſtudy, Trade, and conſequently all that 
may incourage Trade, when (in p. 152.) he thus ; 


aan 
e That the Greatneſs of theſe Kingdoms de- 
« pends upon Foreign Trade, is generally ac- 


« knowledged 3. and therefore the Intereſt of 
& Trade is not unbecoming-Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank; and of this Study, as well as others, it 
. * ſaid, there's an Infinity in it; none, 
% though of the largeſt Intellects and Experience, 


being able to fathom its utmoſt Depth.” _ 


Then a Man with a very ill Grace ſets up for 
a Patriot, who is ignorant of Trade, and of the 
| Means of encouraging Trade; which is the only 


| Means to advance the Intereſt of the Nation ; 
then again, every Man who underſtands Trade, 


that is, every qualified Patriot, will be for the 


| propoſed Toleration ; becauſe it is evident, that 


this will increaſe the Trade, Wealth, Strength, 
and Greatneſs of the Nation ; and that theſe put 


into the Ballance ſhould not be weighed down by 
Bigotry. 
Next I beg Ie to obferie; that Sir Fofi ab 


his Antagonift,-and all our politi al Writers, agree 


in this Point, that we can never advance and cope 
with. — Dutch in Trade, but by imitating them 
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1.50% 
in Ader Policy with relation to Frade and that 
their free Toleration of all Religions is 4 funda- 
mental Point of Policy in favour of Trade, is, I 
think, equally granted by all our poktical Writers; 
Jam ſure it is at leaſt by all of *em that I have 
read; and by all our Politicians whom I have had 
the Honour to talk with upon this Subject; and 
therefore I hope I may have leave to ſay, that in 
the Opinion of all our political Writers, it is the 
Nation's Intereſt to grant ſuch a Toleration as I 
propoſe: And that this is the Opinion of our beſt 


political Writers I ſhall by and by farther exem- 


plify out of Sir William Temple. | 
; Beſides, , when Sir of ah. and his Antagoniſt 


agree in this Point, it is ſtrongly to be preſumed, 


that all our Politicians are agreed in the ſame; and 
that Sir Jgſiah agrees in this Point with his Anta- 
goniſt, i is literally declared (in p. 69. ) where Sir Jo- 
Jab obſerves, that his Antagoniſt in his Diſcourſe, 


(p. 21, aud 22.) labours to prove; that if we would. 


have Trade to flour iſh, and Lands high, we muſt» 
imitate the Hollanders in their Practices; 3. Which» 


ſays Sir Feſiab) in Matters of Trade I know to- 


be moſt true. Pray be pleaſed to retain this in Mind 


till we come to Sir William Temple, who ſets this 


Affair in a clear Light proving beyond Reply, 
that the Dutch owe the Wealth and the Strength 
of their State to their tolerating of all Religions. 


Again (in p. 10g.) Sir TJ o/iah thus remarks, that | 


< the Dutch thrive beſt in Trade, and have the 
« ſureſt Rules to thrive by, &c. and that no- 
&« thing in the World can enable us to cope with 
the Dutch in any Trade, but Increaſe of Hands 
e and Stock, which a general Admiſſion will do; 


many Hands and much Stock being as neceſ- 
ſary to the Proſperity of any TING; as Net 


Land MG to Warfare,” 


kai 


1 


Then what good do thoſe Laws do us, which 


: diminiſh Hands and Stock, as I think our penal 


Laws very evidently do? And it has been ah 


demonſtrated, that the more additional Hands and 


Stock we acquire, the' better it will be for ev 


good Subject that we have already, as well as for 


the Nation in general; whereforeT hope that — 
good Subject will be for the propoſed Toleration 


Which will ſoon munen; a our Hants | 


and Stock. 


Sir Fofiab farther takes notice (P. 129. ) that N 
< moſt of our Statutes were made in times before 
Wwe underſtood Trade in England; and the fame 


*© Policy and Laws that were good then, and may 

<< yet be good fora Nation deſtitute of Commerce, 
may not be fo good for us now; nor for — 
Nation ſo abounding with Trade as Englatid 
< doth at preſent.” 


Why then the Caſe is lain, that Prudence calls 
upon us to make ſuch Laws as are moſt condu- 


cive to our preſent Intereſt, Our penal Laws 2 
have been proper and well contrived at the Jun 
ture of their enacting: But, Hæc #tas aliam vi- 


tam adfert, alios mores paſtulat; the preſent Situ- 
ation demands methinks their Abrogation, for 
many Reaſons before alledged, and in general, for 


the Increaſe of our own People and Frade. 


And (p. 28.) „If any Laws (ſays my Author) 


d are repugnant to the common Good of the Na- 


tion, I hope none will deny, but it may conſiſt 


with the Wiſdom of the Parkament to Nager 
55 new Laws. 


There is no doubt but che Pablibracge Oy and 

I neither can nor ought to doubt but that the Pars 
liament will make a new Law, whenever the com- 
mon Good of our Country ſhall require it: But 
this muſt be left to the Wiſdom of the Parlia- 


ment z only every Briton may propoſe, I hope, 
H with 
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321. 
with due Submiſſion, as I do; and as my Author, 
a much wiſer Man, has done baſoee me (in p. 140. 0 


where you may read the following Words: 


6 That an Act of Naturalization of Strangers 5 
$ would tend to the Advancement of Trade, and 


% Encreaſe of the Value of Lands of this King- 


* dom, is now ſo generally owned and aſſented 
© to by all Degrees of Men amongſt us, that I 
* doubt not but a ſhort Time will produce ſome 
Act or Acts of Parliament to that Purpoſe.” ? 
Much more would he have wiſhed for a Law 
to cauſe, continue, and live at Eaſe among us 
our own native Brethren, be of what Religion 
they will ; nay, he pleads directly for this, and 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, when he ſays (pag. 143.) 
( Principle iſt,) * All Men by Nature are a- 
like, as I have before demonſtrated, and Mr. 
Hobbs hath truly aſſerted, how erroneous ſoever 
* he may be in other things. . 
(Principle 2d,) „Fear is the Cauſe of "= EY 
of Separation from, as well as evil Deeds to the 


* 


8 


2 
* 


0 Parties or Government hated, when Opportu- 


5 nity is offer d: This, by the way, ſhews the Dif- 
e ference between a bare Connivance at Diflenters 
in matters of Religion, and a Toleration by 
% Law; the former keeps them continually in 
+ Fear, and conſequently apt to Sedition and Re- 
*© bellion, when any probable Occaſion of Succeſs 
preſents ; the latter diſarms cunning and am- 
bitious- minded Men, who, wanting a popular 
* diſcontented Party to work upon, can effect 
* little or nothing to the Prejudice of the Go- 
te vernment; and this, methinks, diſcovers clear. 


. *£ Ty the Cauſe why the Lutherans in Germany, 


*<. the Proteſtants in France, Greets in Turkey, and 
te Sectariſts in Holland, are ſuch quiet, peaccable- 
% minded Men; while our Nonconformiſts in 
* England are faid to be inelined to Strife, War, 
: | 6c and 5 


© Rp. pages, e 8 py 2 265 


Taal 
ec and Bloodſhed : Take away the Cauſe, and the 


Effect will ceaſe. © 7 
„While the Laws are in force againſt Men, | 
they think the Sword hangs over their Heads, 
„ and are always in Fear, (tho* the Execution 
be ſuſpended) not knowing how ſoon Councils 
and Counſellors, Times and Perſons may 
change: I is only perfect Love that caſts out 
* Fear, and all Men are in love with Liberty and 
Security: It cannot be denied, but the induſ- 
„ trious Bees have Stings, (tho Drones have 
none) yet Bees ſting not, except thoſe that 
c hurt them, or diſturb their Hives.“ 
What can be more ſtrongly urg'd in behalf of 
my Propoſal? All that Sir Ygſab ſays here, 
pleading for the Nonconformiſts, does it not mili- 
tate with equal Energy in favour of the Roman 
Catholicks? and does he not powerfully enforce, 
more than J have been able to do, all that I have 
ſaid in their favour ? unleſs you will ſuppoſe a Diſ- 
. parity between the two Parties; and what Diſpari- 
ty can you imagine that dilparallels the Title of 
theſe two Parties to the Clemency of the Parlia- 
ment ? Are they not both alike Britons? both e- 
qually our Brethren ? then what inadequates their 
equal Right and Title to our Favour and Aﬀec- 
tion? A Word, perhaps, Von & preterea nibil, as 
the Fellow faid of the Nightingale. The late Lord 
Lanſdowne, in his Speech (that is printed) to the = 
Houſe of Lords, gives the Preference to the Ro- 
man Catholicks; but that I wave as invidious; 
and only infiſt, with Submiſſion, upon the equal 
Affection Ioweto two Men, who are equally my 
Brethren, and both alike happen to differ with me 
in Opinion, be it more, be it leſs, magis & minus 
non mutant ſpeciem; and between whom I never 
et could hear any thing, that appeared to me, of 
Reaſon, . for an Inequality; ; Mn. but 
what 


60 
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ce 


1 H 
what ſeem'd to me the pure Effect of downright 
Paſſion; which, ſet againſt Reaſon, ought to have 
no Effect upon any reaſonable Man. 
80 now I with Joy return to my much-h6- 
noutd Author, who inveighs in many other 
Places with equal Force of Reaſon againſt all pe- 
nal Infliction upon the Score of Religion, as one 
main Obſtacle to the Wealth and Strength of the 
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} Article, p. 169. in firſt Article, p. 180. in his 2d 
| and gd Articles, p. 181. in talking about New 
Zugland, p. 183. in talking about the Spaniards, 
5 | p. 189. in talking of the Dutch, p. 197. Numb. 2. 
mm talking of England, p. 208. Numb. 3. and in 
many other Places, too tedious to enumerate, 
much leſs ſhould I trouble the Reader with a 

Tranſcription of them here. He is full of Invec- 
tives againſt ſuch a Perſecution, where, perhaps, it 
were more ad viſeable to follow his Advice in a 
Caſe that he knows, than that of our Preachers, 
in a Caſe that they cannot know; for how ſhould 

they know the political Intereſt of the Nation? 
And indeed, Sir Jefab, whenever he pleads, as 

he ſtrenuouſty does, for more Hands and Stock, 
as the only Means for the Nation to flouriſh in 
Trede, Wealt'1, and Strength; he then no leſs 

ſtrongly pleads againſt Compulſion in Matters of 
Religion; and, I believe, no Man will alledge he 
was retained to do this by the Roman Catholicks, 
any more than he was by me, into whoſe Hand he 
play'd about forty Years ago. No; the downright 
honeſt Eugliſoman ſhines in every Page of his Book; 
neither his great Ability, nor his Love to his Coun- 
try is to be called in queſtion ; he had certainly 
nothing in view but his own dear Country's Inte- 
reſt; and all thoſe that have the ſame View, the 
ſame Love, and the ſame Underſtanding with him 
of the ſaid Intereſt, will ſay the ſame thing along 

with him, By, 
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Nation; as in his 3d Article, p. 146. in his 6th 


Then 


(3x51. 


1 hen pray, 1 Reader, indulge me in con- 
5 tinuing the Language of my meritorious Author, 
and in ſaying along with him, (in his Preface, p. 
28.) That when I think of theſe Things, 5 
cannot but wonder, that there ſhould be found 


Enxgliſbmen, who want not Bread to eat, or 


<. Cloaths to wear, ſhould be yet ſo unkind and 
<< hard-hearted to their Country, as ſtrenuouſiy 
<<. to endeavour to deprive her of ſo great Good. 
Tis true, he ſpeaks here of one Point, and I of 
another; he for reducing the Intereſt of Money, 
and I for the Abrogation of penal Laws: But he 
ſpeaks alſo no leſs validly for my Point; both- 
Points are proved alike contributive to the Good of 
dur Country, and both alike would extinguiſn the 
unnatural Oppreſſion of Brethren; with this Over- 
plus of Advantage in my Propoſal, that it tends 
to a general Union, whereof. both Heaven and 
Earth bear witneſs how much we ſtand in need. 
I can alſo, with a ſafe Conſcience, repeat from 
myſelf the Words of my Author (in his Pages = 
Phat, 
I underſtand not as Worid "i little; as not- 
«& to know that he, that will faithfully ſerve his: 
Country, muſt be content to paſs through good 
« Report and ill Report; neither regard I which» 
I meet with: Truth, I am ſure; at laſt will vin- 
dicate itlelf, and be found by my Countrymen. 
It was long after Sir Jah writ his Diſcourſes 
that his Advice was put in Execution . So-what-- 
ever may be at preſent the Reception of my Pro- 
poſal, I ſhall.not deſpair of hereafter... T alſo join 
with my Author in his Requeſt to the Reader 
(Preface, p. 38.) that is, I alſo make it my moſt. 
humble Daw 8 
1ſt, That he (the. Reader ) na read, 5 
t conſider what he reads, with an entire Lowe to- 
16 rl} Country, and void of n Intereſt, and 
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former ill grounded Impreſſions received into 


© his Mind, to the Prejudice of this Principle 


cc. 
cc 
„ 


which I R 24%, That he would read 
all over again, minding the Matter, not the 
Stile, before he makes a Judgment. 

Ilkewiſe beg leave to adopt — he ſays (in 


bis Preface, p. 42.) that When I began to 
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write this Treatiſe, I intended not to enlarge 
upon ſo many Particulars ; and the rather, be- 
cauſe nothing can be ſaid for a publick Good, 


but will croſs the particular Ends, as well as the 


Opinions of many private Perſons ; and ſtill 
the more is ſaid, the more are difobliged. But 


my Duty to my Country overcoming thoſe 
: doubtful Confiderations, I have adventured to 
[expoſe my Conceptions to publick Cenſure; 
with this Confidence, that after theſe Principles 


have ſuffered the accuſtomary Perſecution of 
Tongues and Pens, naturally and conftantly- 


accompanying all new Propoſals for a while, 
they will at length the moſt, if not all of them, 


come to be generally received and honoured 
with the publick Sanction, by being paſſed into 
Laws: Concerning the time whereof I am not 


careful; but, for my Country's Sake, I could 


wiſh it might be ſhorten'd. 


As alſo what he ſays (in his Supplement, p. 26.) 


that his Principles at firſt were ſtrange to his 


Friends, as I expect (/ays he, and ] too here) 
they will be to moſt others, till they have ſpent 
ſome time in thinking on them; after which, 

J doubt not but all Men will be convinced of 
the Truth of them ; for ſure I am they have a 


Foundation in Nature; which notwithſtanding 


(Jays he, p. 27. and I ſay the ſame) ] ſhould not 
have preſumed to expoſe to publick Cenſure on 
my own fingle Opinion, if J had not had the 
Concurrence of much better Judgments than 
my own.” For 


— 


8 


TP) 


For (as my. Author again obſerves, p. 33.) 


6 there never was any thing propounded for pub- 


flick Good that did not meet with Oppoſition,” 
from Motives he mentioneth there, needleſs to 


be repeated here; all which (I ſay) and many 
more may raiſe. againſt my Propoſal a numerous 


Band of Opponents: from whom I may expect 
along with my Author (p. 227.) 
Fit, That general Objection of [enorance | 


c againſt all Changes, be they never ſo neceſſary 
<< and apparently good z that it hath been ſo a 


long time, and been well enough; what will 


< become of the Alteration we cannot tell ; z Why 
then ſhould we make any Change? ; 
| Secondly, ** That as in Bodies natural, ſo in po- 


«  litick, great and ſudden Changes are commonly ; 
00 dangerous : For (as he well obſerves, p. 35.) tis 


“A much eaſier thing to cavil at what other Men 


have done, than to preſent the World with a 25 


< thing new and material of our wm. 
% What I have aimed at in the Whole ( I con- 


*© tinge to ſay with my Author, p. 28.) is the Good 
aof my native Country, otherwiſe I ſhould not 
<< have buſied myſelf about it; for I want not 
40 Employment ſufficient of my own. 


And as he fays (p. 179.) ſo ſay 1 . that 
0 I have diſcharged my Duty to my native Coun- 


— 


try, and tho' Ignorance, Malice, or private In- 


<© tereſt may yet for ſome time oppoſe it, I am 
** confident the Wiſdom of my Countrymen will 


< at.length-find their true general Intereſt in the 


* Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a Law, which, as to my 
& own particular Concernment, fignifics not two 


Farthings whether they do or not.“ 
Again with him (26 in p. 101.) I can - fafely 


aver, „That I have done this without any 'Fur- 
« poſe or Deſign, ſave only to give Occaſion to 


1 my nenen to be diſcourfing, and medi- 
|." BED, tat ng. | 
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188 | „The 


[58] 


« tating upon theſe things, which have a *” 


«« .dency to publick Good; from whence (though 
«© my Suggeſtions ſhould be Miſtakes) probably 
“ fome good Effect may enſue; and therefore 
« the Ingenious, I know, though they may differ 
„ from me, will not blame me for it.“ 

Thus diffident of my own Rhetorick, I hope 
no one will blame me for having had Recourſe to 
the Words of Sir Fofab Child. For alas! were I. 
what I am not, well verſed in Oratory, ſtill I 
ſhould juſtly diſtruſt my own Ability. I know 
fult well, that Providence (carrying on its own 


| Work) overruled the moſt able Orators Demoſt- 


henes and Cicero, fo that with all their Eloquence 
they could not preſerve the Liberty of Greece and 
Rome; whilſt a few ignorant Fiſnermen (armed 
with the Power of God) humbled a proud World 


to the Doctrine of the Croſs. Tis God that does 


all. Whenee far from overweening upon any thing 
that I can ſay, I only propoſe with all Elumileys ; 
but God diſpoſes. 

I have done with Sir Fofab ; and it would be 
an endleſs Labour to relate Extracts out of all our 
other political Authors who have writ in fa vour of 
my Propoſal: So that I intend to quote no more 
at preſent, ſave the few following Collects out of 
Sir Milliam J. emple*s Obſervations upon the Nether- 
lands, where, in Chap:'the 5th, upon the Religion 
of the Dutch, he ſeems to-me to plead as ſtrongly 
as he polſibly could have done, had I even re- 
tained him to plead in favour of my Propoſal; 
for he there proves frem Fact, from a long uni- 
form Courſe of many Years Experience, what 


_ Effe& Liberty of Conſcience has naturally had, 


and of Courſe ever will have, in r the 
. woge of Men to any Government,” 

In his th Chapter, which, as aforeſaid; is upon 
the Religion of the 1 ke repreſents, that 


. The great Care of that State 1 ever been to 


< favour no particular or curious Inquifition into 


< the Faith or religious Principle of any peaceable 
4 Man, who came to live under the Protection of 


c their Laws; and to ſuffer no Violence or Op- 


“ preffion upon any Man's Conſcience, whoſe 5 


<< Opinions broke not out into Expreſſions or Ac- 
“ tions of ill Conſequence to the State; a free 


Form of Government either making way for 


more Freedom in Religion, or elſe having lately 
* contended fo far themſelves for Liberty in this 


% Point, they thought it more unreaſonable for 


e them to oppoſe others.” 


- And do not theſe Conſiderations ch = 


_ oblige us Britons full as ſtrangly as they do. the 
Dutch 3 


Then he Sankey re that, ee 


ing the Motives they had to guard againſt the 
Roman Catholicks ſo far as not to admit them into 
any Poſt of the Magiſtracy, 

Let they made them free and eaſy as to the 
e Exerciſe of their Religion, whence (/ays he) they 


became a ſound Piece of the State, and faſt 
60 jointed in with the reſt; and have never given 


* any Diſturbance to the Government, nor ex- 


60 preſt any Inclination to a Change, or to any Fo- 


<< reign Power, either upon the former Wars with 


<« gpain, or the latter Invaſions of the Biſhop of 


„ Munſter.” 

Which yet give me leave. to obſerve, they 
would certainly have done to the utter Extinction 
of the new-raiſed State, had they been debarred 
the Liberty of their Religion: Pray Reader take 
Notice of that ; and that the Toleration of their 
Religion produced and continued their Adheſion 
to their Brethren the Proteſtants. And how ſhould 
it do otherwiſe ? for if my Superiors allow me my 
Maypotes can I diſpute theirs ? And how can we 

3 Rs doubt, 
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a For Who TR you an + hangs ? Pray be pleaſed 


1] 0 
doubt, bur That the fame Cauſe in the ſame Sub- 


je, the ſame way diſpoſed, will produce the ſame 


Effect, the ſame in Britons as in Dutebmen? Na- 
ture works uniform every where; and eſpecially 


in the Love Men have for their Country. Britons 


for being Papiſts do not ceaſe to be Men; and to 
love their Country too, would People let them 


love it; but ill Uſage will ſet Children againſt their 
on Patents; z which is ſtill the ſame Nature, that, 


ſpeaking in general, works uniformly every where 
among Mankind. Only obſerve, in what follows, 
the Conſequence of Toleration. 


< It is hardly to be imagined (/ays $i William ) 5 


e how all the Violence and Sharpneſs, which ac- 


e companies the Differences of Religion in other 


Countries, ſeems to be appeas'd or ſoften'd here, 


% by the general Freedom: which all Men enjoy ; 
e nor how Faction and Ambition are thereby diſ- 


e abled to colour their intereſſed and ſeditious 
** Defigns with the Pretences of Religion, which 


& has coſt the Chriſtian World ſo much Blood for 
es theſe laſt hundred and fifty Years, No Man 
can here complain of Preſſure in his Conſcience ; 


J of being forced to any publick Profeſſion of his 


* private Faith; of being reſtrained from his own 
Manner of Worſhip i in his . or oviiget 
&* to any other abroad. 

So, Brother Briton, what 40 you think on't ? 
Is the Hollauder here in the right to let every Man 


chuſe as he pleaſes his Road or Path to the other 


World, as long as he continues in this World a 
good and a peaceful Subject to the State? If you 


agree, that the Dutchman is in the right on't, as 


you cannot but agree to that, why do not you do 
the like? why are you for wounding and feſtering 
any Part of the Body Politick upon the Score of 
Religion; a thing you have nothing to do with? 


to 


to reflet ſeriouſly upon the Dutch Syſtem, and 
compare it with our Spirit of Perſecution : Com- 
re the two different Syſtems with their different 
Ege and Conſequences, and I fancy you will 
be apt to ſay of the Syſtems as Sanizarius ſaid of 


the two Cities, Rome and Venice, Dixeris illam 


Homines, hanc poſuiſſe Deos: Pray be pleaſed to read 
farther what Sir William ſays of the Dutch 
Syſtem. | 
<6 Commonwealth | (/ays be) no Man 
05 having any Reaſon to complain of Oppreſſion 
in Conſcience, and no Man having hopes by 
_ © advancing his Religion to form a Party, or break 
in upon the State, the Differences in Opinion 
make none in Affection, and little in Con ver- 
„ ſation, where it ſerves but for Entertainment 
« and Variety: They argue without Intereſt or 
* Anger; they differ without Enmity or Scorn z 
« and they agree without Confederacy. Men 
<< live together like Citizens of the World, aſſo- 
„ ciated by the common Ties of Humanity, and 
by the Bonds of Peace under the impartial Pro- 
5 teftion of indifferent Laws: With equal En- 
* couragement of all Art and Induſtry ; and equal 
Freedom of Speculation and Enquiry. All Men 
enjoy ing their imaginary Excellencies and Ac- 
<< quifitions of Knowledge with as much Safety ag 
their more real Poſſeſſions and Improvements 
* of Fortune: The Power of Religion among 
e them, where it is, lies in every Man's Heart; 
e the Appearance of it is but like a Piece of Hu- 
% manity, by which every one falls moſt into the 
« Company or Converſation of thoſe, whoſe 
* Cuſtoms and Humours, whoſe Talk and Dif- 
_ 5+ poſition they like beſt : And as in other Places 
tis in every Man's Choice with whom he will 
eat or lodge, with whom go to Market, or to 
i Court 3 3 ſoit * to 1 here, with whom he 
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17. 5 
will pray or go to Church, or aſſociate in the Service 
*.or Worſhip of God: Nor is any more Notice ta- 
5 ken, or more Cenſure paſt, of what every one chuſes 
And what honeſt experienced Briton does not with. ; 
with all his Heart, to ſee Matters and Tempers juſt in the 


fame Diſpoſition here among us? This, a Toleration of 


all Religions, the ſame among us as in Holland, will in 
time effectually do: And I have not met theſe many 


Years with one Man among my Countrymen of diſtin- 


guiſhed Senſe and Experience, but who, in converſing 
upon this Subject, has expreſſed as great a Deſire, as I poſ- 
ſibly can have, to ſee paſt into a Law the propoſed To- 
leration; which having heard from ſo many Men who 
appeared to me of very great Knowledge in our National 
Affairs, has imboldened me to advance my foregoing 
Propoſal, tho' with ſome Reluctance from a Contem- 
plation of my Inſufficiency for ſo important a Task; but 


till with Hope, that my Love for my Country might 


enable nie to act in the Caſe beyond my natural Strength, 
and that ſome much more wiſe and able Orators will re- 


pair my Defect, when this Propoſal comes to be examin'd 


and canvaſſed in publick, So I have ventured to produce 
my Pittance, truſting to the Victory that, in favour of 


my Propoſal, the Wiſdom of the Few may have over the 


Ignorance of the Multitude, But, to return.to my Au- 


thor : | HI 


6 Religion (concludes he at laſt) may poſſibly do more 
ce Good in other Places, but it does lefs Hurt here; and 
* wherever the inviſible Effects of it are the greateſt 
ce and moſt advantageons, I am ſure the viſible are fo 
cc in this Country, by the continual and undiſturbed 
c Peace of their Government for ſo long a Courſe of 


« Years, and by ſo mighty an Increaſe of their People; 


ce herein will appear to conſiſt chiefly the vaſt Growth 
&< of their Trade and. Riches, and conſequently the 
& Strength and Greatneſs of their State? 
Here you plainly ſee, in clear and expreſs Terms, to 
what the Dutch owe the Strength and Greatneſs of their 
State, namely, to their Toleration of all Religions; and 
I know nothing can be offered of more probable Efficacy 
than this Faring Example of the Dutch is, to make us 


take the like Meaſures towards promoting the Strength : 


and Greatneſs of our own Britih State: For who can 
| | ſhe w 


N 2 

wer the Reaſon why the ſame Cauſe, in this Cale, n 
not produce the ſame Effect in Great Britain as it has 
done in Holland? And if no Man can ſhew the Reaſon 
why the ſame Cauſe, in this Caſe, will not produce the 
ſame Effect in Great Britain as it has done in Holland, 
when we ſee before our Eyes how, and by what means, 
the Dutch have promoted the Strength: and Greatneſs of 
their State, ſurely we muſt do as they have dona, if we 
will promote the Strength and Greatneſs of our State. 

Shall I, with all Humility, invite and beſeech my 
Countrymen to reflect and reafon calmly upon theſe 
Truths? But ho to reflect and reaſon calmly, there is 
the Difficulty; and yet there is not upon Earth a more 
reflecting People than Britons are, nor more able to re- 
flect wiſely: But where Prejudice, like a Swiſs, forbids 
all Entry to Argument, there can be no more room for 
Reflection; and it is no eaſy matter for the wiſeſt of 


Me to rid themſelves of a rejudice, which they have : 
imbib'd from their Cradle; ſuch as is among ſo ma- 


ny of us againſt the Papiſts : This it is, and only this, that 


L apprehend. But be this Swiſs of a Prejudice never ſo 
ſurly, yet T may footh him, I hope, to admit, in the 


Cloſe of my Diſcourſe, the following ſmall Spice 'of Rea- 
ſoning ; ſince it is all ſubmitted, as it ſhould be, with due 


Deference' to the Judgment of the Wiſe among 8580 a 
Countrymen. Tis as follows: 


The Law of human Nature, that teaches us the Bess . 


wie owe to our Country, and to one another, being made 

and born with us identick with ourſelves, we are ſure 

it is from God, as ſure as we are that we ourſelves are 
from God; whence, whatſoever oppoſes or violates this 
Law, we are ſure that it oppoſes and affronts Gd. 

Nov, for me to hate and miſuſe my Brother, becauſs 5 


he does not think exactly as I do; which I think he can 


no more do, than he can look exactly with the ſame Fea- 
tures and Shape as I do; this ſurely violates with a Ven- 
geance the Law of human Nature. S0 if we expect Proſpe- 

rity from ſuch a Practice as this is, whom do we ſuppoſe 
to be the prime Arbiter of human Affairs? ſurely not the 
Creator in this Caſe, becauſe we go againſt him, - affront 
and inſult him, in miſufing our Brethren; him, in whoſe _ 
Hands is Vengeance, and who will repay : Whence, far 
from from fuck» Faber we mult expect quite the con- 


trary from ſuch a Randes 
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Von upon the Score of Opinion about the ſame Religion, 
dur Brother Chriſtians, Men too ſo remarkable among ug 


in all Acts of Chriftian Charity; that this Parcel of ug 18 


ſhould be the only Brethren whom we perſecute ; that wa 
ſhould do this without the leaſt Advantage growing from 
| Ittoourſelves, nay, perhaps, continue to do this after it has 
been demonſtrated to us, and we have clearly ſeen that 
we do ourſelves thereby a great deal of harm; that the 
moſt generous and beſt-natured People upon the Face of 
the Earth ſhould act at this rate by their own Brethren; 
their on Fleſh and Blood, by a Part of themſelves; the - 
Eyes, methinks, of human Underſtanding muſt needs ake 
and ſicken at ſuch a Sight as this is, if they are turn'd to- 
wards it; being, in my poor Opinion, no more able to 
behold it unconcerned, than gs are 9 geber or Os 
. Meaning of it. 

For Heaven's then, nuch for our own fla! $ Sal 0 
bt as for thatofour Intereſt, let us remove this Scandal; let 
us turn brotherly Eyes towards our Brethren ; let us leave 
no Flaw in our excellent Conſtitution, but improve it to 
a perfect Conformity with the Law of human Nature: Let 

the Mighty do by the Weak, and Governors do by the Go- 
verned, juſt ſo as, in turning the Tables, they themſelves 
would deſire to be done by and a State under ſuch a G 
vernment muſt, and will of N eceflity lonrith,. The Reas 
fon of this is clear and evident to the meaneſt Underftand- 
ing, becauſe the Law of human Nature is indubitably the 
Law of the Author of human Nature, it is the Courſe he 
preſcribes us to ſteer; ſo that, if we follow it, we are mo- 
rally ſure to attain all the Happineſs in this World, which 
he has ordained for Men who do as he bids them do. 
Let us remove every thing that impedes the Strength 


| 5 Greatneſs of Great Britain; let us rid ourſelves of 


Notions: prejudicial to our Intereſt ; let us keep Ew 4 
up to our Britiſb Syſtem of Government, Which is the _ 
beſt in the World; aut Walhall inan eg andiecl the fade 

of ſuch a Gavennnient; z we ſhall in time erect within the 
Bounds of our own preſent Territories, by-fair and peace- 
ful Means, Aa mighty Empire; and d ah BY 
is ſaid in d, „ i 
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